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vided for in the English Act, and under I tralia, New
the New Zealand Act. Clause 8 pine- Especially ii
tically refers the matter to arbitration. th ere are so
It says:- the Bill be ui

If any question arise as to liability to sa ee their wa:k
compensation under this Act, or as to the mng. We n
amount or duration of such comnpensation, the with the B
question, if not settled bvy aigreemnent, shall, studied very
subject to the provisions of the Second
Schedule hereto, be heard and determined by on the Eng
the Local Court of the district within which that have ta
the injury happens; and for all such purpses to be at very
jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon such It is one of
court. passed on g
For the hearing and determination of of England
such questions the magistrate shall sit On niotic
with two assessors; therefore, it is Prac- debate adjot
tically an arbitration court.

How. G. RANDmLL: Having jurisdic-
tion under £400 ?' TIhe Hous

TH4E MINISTER FOR LANDS:- Yes. 6 o'clock, un
Clause 11 refers to the time in which
notice is to be given of the claim made,
and the time is six months. Clauso 12
deals with the form of service of notice,
and Clause 13 provides for the Registrar
of Friendly Societies framing a scheme
of compensation.

How. J. W. HACKETT: What is the
meaning of the marginal note ?

TYE: MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
think "contracting out" is a mistakte,
and I will look into it. Clause 14 deals
with liability in cases of contracting or
sub - contracting. Tt means that the Wedveac
original employer is alwa *ys liable. But
the contractor can sue the sub-contractor. Qusi"On: Roil
The same provision exists in the English trial Coneili

Act. Clause 15 deals with the recovery 1  Calin
of damnages from a stranger. It is only otYer
reasonable that the assurance should come l1ospira (C
out of the amount as a first charge, and Motion IM

division (ae
I understamd the same provision is in the Rion of 1nzi
New Zealand Act. Wrbpg

the insurance companies forming a ring ? tinLTnFs MINISTER FOR LANDS: They Council, fart
are liable to do so, but that is a matter Supply, to a-
outside the Act. In England they have Erism, pes
not been able to form rings so far.

Hopi. R. S. HAYNES: Clause 15 is a THE SPE.
copy of the English Act.o'lcpm

Tni MINISTER FOP. LANDS: 1 'lok pm
have pite 1 out the general policy of the i PFAYERS.

Bill, adI hop~e members will see their
way to pass the second reading. The PAl
Government look upon this a s an import- By the Co
ant measure, and one which will bring ologwcal obse
us into line with the Acts of Souith Aus- Ordered t

Kealand, and the old country.
u a country like this, where
many mining operations, will
iseful. I hope members will
yto support the second read-

.eed not go into Committee
ill to-day, I think I have
closely and read the debates

'ken Act., anld other debates9
knplace, -and the Bill seems

favourable measure indeed.
those measures which can be
)od precedent, as it is the law
nOW.
n by floN. R. S. HAJYNES,
trued.

ADJOURNMENT.
e adjourned at 5 minutes to
til the next day. ,

tatibe (Asoembip,
ay, 29th January, 1.902.

ways, talians Em poyed-Freniantle
orksH. IT Eulsto Dismisala -Indun-
tion n. Atration Bill, third reading
lured: Coolgurdie Water Scheme, Pipe
eturn ordered: Rnaway Iuspeetions,
politan waterworks Hill, first reading
ared: Medieal Offier.Meuzies -Mfotion:-
antral) on Goldfields, to Inquire -
uniraut Aliens, to prevent Influx;
gntived) - Lenses uredere d, Exten-

v le'nenger-Notlou: Coolgardie
o, to Reticulate-Motion: Railway

to adopt Report-Breads Hil, sauced
bve4-Nbic Noaie Bill. in Corn-
h Fires Bll, in Committee, reported-
ad Granted to Trades andI Laboutr
:her adjournment -Coal M]ines Regula-
Committee to Olanse 4, progwRes-i'ood
lopt Report, debate adjourned- Annual
n Commuittee of Supply: Rabbits (rote
rss- Adjournment

VEER took the Chair at 4-30

'ER PRESENTED.
PLOw ILL SECRETARY: Meter-
~rvations, Report for 1900.
o lie on the table.

[XSSEMBLY.'j Second reading.



Quston ec.[29 J~wunvY, 1902.] Railwvay Itnspections. 2599

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, ITALIANS
EMPLOYED.

MRt. J. RESIDE asked the Minister
for Railways: i, Why it is that from 30
to 50 per cent, of the men employed on
the Farm at Fremnantle are newly-arrived
Italians. z, Whether he is aw~are that
many English-speaking men, who have
been working there for same time, have
been informed. that there was no work
for them, while it is said that constant
employment is given to foreigners who
cannot speak English. 3, Whether be
will give instructions that newly-arrived
Italiaus shall not be emnployed while
English-speaking colonists are willing to
do the work.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. Kingsmnill) replied: r, There
are no newly-arrived Italians engaged on
the Farm at Fremantle. -An average of
55 men are employed on the Farm, three
of whom are Italians who have been in
the service some time, and are capable
men. 2, NO- 3, Under the circumstances,
it is not deemned necessary that such
instructions should be given.

FREKNTLE HARBOUR WORKS-
INQUIRY AS TO D)ISMISSALS.

SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Mn. 3. 3. HIGNAN brought ip the
report of the select committee on the dis-
missal or non-employment of certain men.

Report received.
MR. HIGHAM moved that the report

and evidence be printed.
MR. JACOBIY: Was it necessary the

evidence should be printed ?
M&. HIGHIAM : The evidence was

already in print; and in view of the

prnciple involved, it would be well the
Hous~e should consider it.

Question put and passed.

INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION AND
ARBITRATION BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

PAPERS-COOLGARDI E WATER
SCHEME, PIPE CAULKIN4.

Mn. G4. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
moved:

That all papers relating to the payment of
moneys to Mr. Couston, on account of patents
for pipe caulking on the Coolgardie Water
Scheme be laid urn the table of the House.

b1n. W. D. JOHNSON moved that
after the word " that," there be inserted
the words, " a copy of specifications and
contract, if any, aond."

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion as amended agreed to.

RETURN-RAILWAY INSPECTIONS,
COST.

MA. H. 5. YELVERTON (Sussex)
moved:

That a return be laid upon the table of the
House, shlowing: z, The number of official
inspections made upon each of our railways
during last year. A, The names of the officers
engaged upon such inspections. 3, The class
of car used. 4, The cast in each case to the
state.
The object of the motion was to ascer-
tatin. whether the cars were often used for
purposes not in accordance with these
inspections. A strong feeling was abroad
that these inspections by officers -were
being abused. Referring to inspectors'
cars, lie knew that cars had often been
shunted round to where the public
paengers could not be shunted. Oars
had been attachbed to a train with one or
two officers -only, when the passenger
train had been very much overcrowded.
He thought it would be found from the
return, that these officers might have
travelled in the ordinary Way. The pay-
master travelled in an ordinary car and
did his business; therefore any of the
inspectors might have done so, and saved
the expense of inspection cars. He hoped
the Minister would mnake the return
as full as possible, and in his opinion a
large saving might be made in regard to
this itemn.

THiE MINISTER FOR RAILWA.YS
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): To make the
return as full as the hon. member wished
would invokve an immense amoput of
labour. It would be difficult to ascertain
the cost in each ease to the State, because
it would be purely at matter of estimate.
He was prepared to issue instructions to
have the return made out, and to put it
on the table asR soon as possible.

MR. YELVERTON: The remarks
made by him were not applied to cars
used by Ministers, for when Ministers
travelled on official occasions they should
do so in a6 proper manner; but 'he was,
alluding to the cars used by inspectors.

Question put and passed.

Question, etc.
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METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS BILL.

Introduced by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, and read a first time.

]PAPFERS-MEDICAL OFFICER, MENZIES.
MR. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder)

moved:
That the papers bearingr on the appoint-

ment of Dr. Corlis as Resident Medical Officer
of Menzies be laid upon the table of the
Hous, Accompanied by all papers and docu-
ments of any kind whatever bearing on the
alleged charges against Dr. Genie from their
inception to the present date.
At the time the death of Daniel Flynn
was reported Ito have taken plaee in gaoil
at Menzies, be moved that certain papers
be laid on the table with the object of
seeing whether any injustice had been
done to fleniel Flynn, and, if so, to cause
precautions to be taken tW prevent a
recurrence. The other night hie asked
the Premier some questions relative to
charges laid against Dr. Corlis, and in
answer the Premier said the charges
were, in the main, sustained. The
Premier must have been ill-advised when
he made that answer. The charges
against Dr. Corlis were:

i. That you did not display proper capacity
and diligence in the treatment of the late
Daniel Flynn. 2. That you have been guilty
of negligence- (a.) In not carefully weigh-
ing drugs intended for administration to
patients in your Hospital. (b.) In not seeing
that particulars of treatment and diet are
suspended over eachi patent's led. (c.) In
not seeing that all medicines for external use
only prescribed for patients and placed in the
ward arm properly labelled. 3. That you have
been guilty of wrant of fidelity in demanding
and taking fees from patients who have
applied to you for admission to the Menzies
Hospital, and not paying same to revenue.
The last charge was the most serious.
When the inquiry came on, the third
charge was withdrawn, and apparently
if there had not been a case of injustice
against Dr. Corlis, there had been some-
thing close to it. For that reason he
would like to see the papers in connfec-
tion with the inquiry laid on the table,
so that members might draw their own
conclusions, He believed a complaint
was made regarding the part Dr. Love-
grove took in the matter, and, if so, it
was as well we should see the nature of
the complaint, and what caused it. He
believed (hat Dr. Corlis complained that
the principal medical officer was unduly

prejudiced against him. However, that
was & matter lie would not discuss. In
moving for the papers, he Was actuated
only by a desire to see that Dr. Corlis re-
celvedl the same consideration as should he
given to every civil servant who might
be placed in the same position.

Questin lput and passed.

MOTION-HOSPITAL (CENI-RAL) ON
GOLDFIELDS, TO INQUIRE.

Ma. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder)
moved

That a select committee be appointed for the
purpose of inquiring into and reporting to the
House upon the advisability of erecting a
central hospital ou the eastern goldfields. in
addition to setting forth specificaly-i, The
class of structure best adapted. 2, Extent Of
samne, with rough estimate 4.f cost. 3, Site
best adapted. 4, Area of land required for
site. 5, For what purpose or in what inanner
the present Kalgoorlie Hospital and site could
be best utilised in the event of its becoming
idle through the erection of a central hospital.
His reason for moving was that it would
be preferable for a select committee to
inquire into the merits of a petition
already on the table of the House. f rom
residents of the Kalgoorlie aid Boulder
district, praying for the erection of a
central hospital as an institution which
would lbe central for the eastern gold-
fields. To comply with this request
would involve a large expenditure; Liut
the movement had the support of prety
well all members representing the eastern
goldfields, and wats unanimously sup-
ported by the goldfields Press.

MR. MoxNaE: Nothing of the sort.
Ma. HOPKINS: Having watched this

movement from its inception, and taken
notice of remarks in the Press on the
subject, he could say that, without excep-
tion, he had not seen a line in print
condcmatr-y of this movement., and lie
challenged the member for York to read
any extracts to the contrary. If it were
determined that a central hospital should
be erected, it was advisable to take expert
evidence with regard to the kind of
structure best adapted to the climate of
Kalgoorlie. The extent Of the require-
ments could be best ascertained by
collecting statistics as to the patient~s
treated in private and public hospitals in
the locality ; because if a central hospital
were built on a scale adequate to require-
ments, he believed it would be supported
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in Ievery way by people on the eastern
goldields. The7 question of a site might
be inquired into by the committee, or
that point could stand over. The area
required was a matter for expert evi-
dence. As to the purpose to which
the present hospital at Kalgoorlie could
be applied, and as to the use of the
site, these points would also have to be
considered. He might have allowed this
matter to be discussed simply on the
merits of the petition; but it had seemed
to him better that a sele~ct committee
should inquire and report on the whole
question. The -present site, comprising
10 or 12 acres, wa~s admirably situated,
and might be turned to profitable account
for other purposes. For a central
hospital, he did not think the present site
would be of any use.

MR. J. RESIDE seconded the motion.
MR. F. MONGER (York): It was to

be expected that some member of the
Government would have spoken on the
motion. Having himself recently spent
some little time in the locality, he had
heard from many of the prominent people
there that no change in the site of the
Kalgoorlie hospital was necessary. Per-
sonally, be considered that the. appoint-
mjent of' a select committee to carry out
the wishes of the member for Boulder
andl the nmember for Hannans would
involve a considerable coat to the country,
equal perhaps to the value of the present
hospital and site. As to requiring expert
evidence, one presumed it would be
necessary' to bring down a numi er of
medical men interested in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, to give evidence. But to incur
this expense would be throwing money
away. Notwithstanding the big petition
which had been presented and signed by
a couple of thousand people-[Blu. HOP-
KiNs: More]-he believed the people in
the district generally did not want this
central hospital. As to the signatures to
the petition, examination would show
that they were mainly those of persons
who would sign any's petition which did
not require a quid pro quo from them.
This petition was very like that other big
petition which was got up oii the gold-
fields in connection with federation; and
if one looked through tbe signatures,
many' of them written in the same band,
and perhaps some of them by the hen.
member himself --

MR. HoPKINs, rising to a point of
order, asked if the hon. member was
justified in imputing a charge against
hin.

THE SPEAKER: No. The hon. member
should not have made that remark, and
he ought to withdraw it.

MR. MONGER withdrew the remark,
and said that, with every apology to the
hon. member, petitions were frequently
taken round on the goldfields and sirned,
not by prominent people, but by the
ordinary " Johnny " who was looking
about for a cho'ap drink. The time bad
almost arrived when we should set our
fact! against the appointment of select
committees to interfere in proposed w.ii ks
like this, which were to a certain extent
unnecessary; because such proposalIs for
select committees should emanate iii the
first place by request from the officers
concerned in ca-trying on the particular
institution, and should be presented tW
the House through the Government. He
would vote against the motion.

DR. McWILLIAMS r(North Perth):
The present hospital at Kalgoorlie, so far
as his knowledge went, was sufficient for
the greater fart of the present require-
uments. There had been large additions
made to the hospital: an operating theatre
had been built, a surgery added, and a
great deal of accommodation provided.
The two towns concerned in this move-
ment were only two miles apart; and
although there were many important
mines in the district, acid accidents did
occasionally' occur, yet surely something
could be done to~wards providing an
accident ward. Large accommnodation for
every case of accident could not Ihe
expected. When soldiers were on active
service, those who got wounded, seone of
them mortally, had to be carried 50 or
60 miles, in some cases.

MR. HopKiNs: Did they ever die?
DR. McWILLIAMS: Occasionally

wounded soldiers died while being con,.
veyed to hospital, but soldiers who were
mortally wounded would die in any case.
He would oppose the expense of erecting
a large so-called central hospital like that
proposed in the motion. It was not
required there, the present hospital
serving all requirements. Little base-
dep6ts here and there, with proper
ambulance appliances, would be sufficient
to deal with the few accident cases which
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needed transporting to a hospital. He
must oppose the motion.

MR. J. BESIDE (Hannans) said he
had seconded the motion, because it was
generally admitted on the eastern gold-
fields that the Kalgoorlie hospital was not
sufficient and proper for the accomnioda-
tion of that important district, and the
people there considered that anew hospital
would have to be built in a more central
position. The present hospital was
unsuitable because it was so dlose to the
railway line, and was not a good situation
for patients. A better and more beauti-
ful place could be found between the
three electorat-s. In appointing & select
committee, there need not bie great
expense, because the committee could, if
necessary' , go to the eastern goldflelds and
collect evidence there. After the com-
mittee had reported to the House, Par-
liament would have to decide whether
the Government should undertake the
work or not. As to the remarks of
the member for North Perth (Dr.
McWilliams), something should be done
in reference to imp~roving the ambulance
appliances on the goldfields; and as that
gentleman wasechairman of theAwbulance
Association, lie should assist in spreading
the good work up thi-re. There ought, to
be better means provided for transport
from the mines to the hospital in cases
of accident.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON supported the
motion. As member for Kalgoorlie he
must say it was difficult to gauge the
opinion of people there, as one set cont
tended that the present hospital was
suit-able and sufficient, while another set
said there should he a new hospital on
another site. A select cornwitlececould
inquire, and make a recommndation as
to what would be best for the eastern
goldields.

THEs PREIMIER: The Government
saw no objection to the appointment of a
select committee. The mover had said
all that he (the Premier) had intended
to say. On his trips to the goldflelds he
haod been approached upon this subject
on several occasions, and he found that
those who resided in one locality sup-
ported one view of the question, and
those residing in another locality sup-

potda different view. There was
crany a conflict of opinion there.

Several Kalgoorlie doctors had told him

the present site was excellent; and the
Principal Medical Officer had reported it
was best suited for all purposes. Its
supporters contended it was at the junc-
tion of two lines of railway, and therefore
aodapted to receiving cases fronm outlying
centres. However, a select committee
could bike the evidence of local residents,
which would doubtless be very conflict-
ing. Probably, after hearing *many wit-
nesses, the committee would be guided
by their own opinion, having viewed the
locus in quo.

Ms. Ii. HASTIE (Kanowna) sup-
ported the motion. Of the two railways
mentioned by the Principal Medical
Officer, one went to Kanowna, 12 miles
away, where there was an efficient hos-
pital ; conseq uently no patients came
from Kanownla. The other went to
Menzies and Broad Arrow, at which
places there were hospitals. As the coin-
inittee would take evidence in the district,
the expense could hardly be large. More-
over, it was not proposed at once to
dismantle the Kalgoorlie hospital and
build a new one. If, however, it were
determined to build a new and central
hospital, the expense would be small, the
present site being very valuable. A good
hospital being required, there could bie
no better method of inquiry than by a
select committee.

MR. HOPKINS (in reply): The mem-
ber for York (Mr. Monger) apparently
believed tile select committee was not to
be trusted. As such committees were
appointed by the House, all might rest
assured their reports would be based on
honest convictions formed from the
evidence. One would think that the
hon. member held a brief for Dr.
O'Meebau. On the 15th October, 1901,
in the Kalgoorlie Minor, the Mayor
of Kalgoorlie stated he had informed
Mr. Johnson, M.L.A., that his individual
opinion was that it would be impossible
to oppose a request for a hospital to be
erected near the mines; that all he
wanted was to see one central hospital in
a&central district; that the great majority
of patients must come. from the popula-
tion dwelling near the mines; that the
large majority dwelt on the south side of
Kalgoorlie. and those persons were more
likely to require hospital treatment than
those on the north side, the latter being
as a rule better off than their southern

[ASSEMBLY.] to be Central.
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neighbours; that he did not, however,
approve of the proposed site, but thought
a mare suitable one could be easily
secured. Dr. Richardson, a Kalgoorlie
councillor, was reported in the local Press
of October 3rd to have said he was a
Kalgoorlie man who had no interest or
object to serve in advocating a central
hospital, other than the general welfare of
husnanitv' ; that he had attended many
cases on the Golden Mile, aind always
deplored the necessity of having to
remove all accident cases to the Kalgoorlie
hospital; that one well-equipped and
central hospital would be much better
than a small one at each place. Dr.
Outhbert, of Kalgoorlie, said a well-found
and up-to-date central hospital was no
doubt necessary. Dr. Sawtell, a Boulder
doctor, said a reasonable solution was for
the Governnient to build and subsidise a
hospital in some quiet place midway
between those two big centres, and under
Government supervision. A resident
medical officer should be appointed by the
bocard, and all local doctors empowered to
send in patients and attend to them them-
selves. That was a privilege not at pre-
sent enjoyed. Dr. Bridgeford said the
better idea would be to have onc central
hospital fitted with the most modern
appliances for the treatment of disease
on the lines of the Fremantle Hospital ;
that a large uumber of cases would, he
believed, come from the Boulder; but that
a position west of the railway line, between
Kalgoarlie and Golden Gate, would be
best. The Kalgoorlie Hiner said the
erection of a central hospitaishould receive
the support of all but the most purblind
parochialists, the Kalgoorlie Hospital
being badly situated for the requirements
of the district as a whale, owing to its
close proximity to railway lines, where
the screaming of- engines and the whirl
and rattle of passing trains constituted
an incessant annoyance to the sick; also
that what was wanted was a central
hospital easily accessible from all parts of
the district, and handy to the Golden
Mile, and th at there ought to be no question
of inter-town.ship rivalry and jealousy in
selecting the site. The Wetralian]Worker
said that the decision of part of the
Kalgoorlie Municipal Council to oppose
a central hospital was a piece of disgrace-
ful parochialism, the case for a central
hospital being invulnerable. The Boulder

Star published a leader on the ques-
tion.

MR. MONGER: That was the hon.
member's own paper.

Mi. HOPKINS: The paper supported
the proposal, and so did the whole of the
organisations in that district. He (Mr.
Hopkins) quoted these opinions to show
that the case was genuine, and that its
merits should commend it to the attention
of the House.

Question put and passed.
Ballot taken and committee elected,

comprising 1-r. O'Connor, Mr. F. Monger,
Dr. McWilliams, Mr. J. Beside, also Mr.
Hopkins as mover; with power to call
far papers and persons; to report on the
4th February.

MOTION-IMMIGRANT ALIENS, TO
PREVENT INF.UTX.

MR. H. DAGILISH (Subica) moved:
i,flat in view of the continued influx of

undesirable aliens into this State, this House
is strongly of opinion that the provisions Of
the Immigration Restriction Act and Regula-
tions should be strictly enforced. 2, That
with this object a copy of the foregoing Te-
solution be forwarded by the Premier to the
Prime Minister.
He said: I may say I bring forward this
motion on account of the circumstance
that the Federal Government have recently
taken over the control of immigration to
the various Australian Stites, and we
have had it authoritatively given to us
by Mr. Barton, as reported in the various
press organs, that it is not proposed to
apply the provisions of the Immigration
Restriction Act passed by the Federal
Government to any European aliens,
unless under very exceptional circum-
stances. I wish to impress upon the House
that this question is one of particular
importance to Western Australia at the
present juncture. W~e had a recognition
all round the State when the Federal
elections were on of the importance of
having a white Australia, and the reason
of the cry for a white Australia Was
because we feared the conditions of life
as well as the tone of the moral life of
our people would be lowered by an influx
of Asiatic aliens. 1 contend that the
same danger exists, although perhaps not
in an altogether equal degree, in regard
to the influx of Italians. We find, they
are coming in month after month. I
hnow that the Premier, after represen-
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tations were made to him some months
ago, took such steps as he thought would
reduce the number who were coming in
livy the various vessels from Europe, but
at the same time we find that the figures
are very considerable indeed for last year.
Some of these people hare practically taken
control of our fishing industries. Both the
work of the fishermen and the work of
the fish traders is practically in their
hands. They have taken control of the
whole retail trade likewise, practically.
We find them in mining districts, in our
timbe~lllills, and amongst our woodcutters
in increasing numIbers month after month.
They arrive here without the slightest
knowledge of the English tongue, but. in
Spite of that they know at once where to
go in order to obtain employment, and
they get it without any trouble, so there
is some considerable reason to believe that
many of these men are imported uinder
contract. That of course I amt not in at
position to assert, but we know that
immediately they reach the goldfields or
timber mills, as the case may be, they
obtain employment, and at the same time
displace some British workers. We know
likewise that the introduction to work
like that which prevails in the mines or
in the timber mills of men who do not
understand the language used by their
fellow workers increases the dangers of
the calling: The men are very frequently
unable to give an intelligent warning
when danger exists, and I believe there
have been accidents which would have
been avoidable if these men had under-
stood English, or if only men speaking
the British tongue had been employed.
I hope no member objects to any class of
immnigrants who comply with our con-
ditions of life. We do not object to any
class of immigrants with whom we can
intermix with mutual advantage. We do
not object to an influx of the Teutonic
races, because they conform to our modes
of living. They inter-marrty, and soon
become practically British residents in a
British State. This does not apply to
the Latin rates. For instance, It;lian
men come out here alone, just as China-
men do. During the last 11 months,
ending 1901 -this being the latest period
for which I can get statistics -608
Italians arrived here, and of this number
no less than 592 were males and only 16
females. This proportion of the sexes

shows that the men not onlyv come
without wives, but without their children
also. The class of population we desire
to encourage is the settlement of families
who wish to build up permanent homes,
and thereby circulate the whole of their
earnings in the State and benefit the
community amongst whom they live.
Whereas during the 11 months ending
last year 680 Italians entered the State,
the total of other European races which
came here was only 277. This shows
that we are getting a far greater propor-Ition of these persons, who are the most
undesirable immigrants. I do not wish
to make a long story. I have some
hope that the House will be unani-
mous on the question, because we Are
all anxious to build up here, tinder the
Southern Cross, a purely Britisb race
that shall be worthy of the traditions of

Ithe race from which we sprung; and we
can do this only by being as careful as
possible in regard to the people we admit
as fellow-colonists. I wish, however, to
bring under the notice of the House a
letter addressed to me from the secretary
of the Mill-workers' Union at Waroona,
as it contains some facts bearing out what
1 have stated. The letter is dated 25th
January instant, sand reads as follows:-

Sir.--B3y direction of my committee I beg
to bring, under your notice the continued
influx OF Italians, and the consequent serious
menace to the workers in the timber industry.
Although proof is unavailable, we have reason
to believe that these undesirables come out
under contract. And that they are now
arrivals we determine by their inability to
speak or understand English. Their services
are readily availed of by the managers, mainly
on the score of cheapness. Of my own per-
sonal knowledge, I know of at least 46 new
arrivals who have been distributed among the

Mills in the last three months, and have taken

frequently occur through the employment of
these new arrivals, who can only work by
signs. Their living habit. are also much
inferior to those generally observed by

IBritishers, and in consequence they are able
to compete unfairly.- Yours faithfully, A. J.
WILSON, Secretary.
I now urge the House to pass the motion
for the purpose of expressing the opinion
that the same tests and the same rules
should be applied to the admittance of
Italians as are applied to the admittance
of Asiatics; for practically the same
reasons exist in both cases, and I do not
see why we should make exception in the
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one case. According to the regulations
drawn up and adopted under the Federal
Immigration Restriction Act, the use of
the photograph system, which was adopted
here in regard to Chinese when leaving
the State with permission to return, has
been abandoned by the Federal Govern-
moiL; and at the present time the Federal
Government have drawn up a certificate,
simply giving a description in words of
the particular Chinaman to whom per-
mission to return is granted. I think
these regulations regarding the use of the
photograph system were very serviceable,
and tended to prevent fra.ud. We have
had experience in Western Australia in
the past of frauds being committed
through forgeries of certificates being
made wholesale, and offered openly for
sale in some of the India Islands. I
would like to urge that representations
be made as to the need of maintaining
this system of photographing aliens who
obtain permission to return, because no
man can so describe a Chinaman ais to
enable another person to recognise him
from the verbal description given, and
distinguish him from other Chimunmen.
These two points justif 'y me, in my
opinion, in bringing forward the motioni,
and I hope it will not only be carried by
this House, but carried with unanimity.

MR. G. TAYLOR: I second the
motion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake) : I
think the motion is premature, because
the Federal Government have only just
passed this statute, and without 'our
having full grounds for believing there
has been, since the passing of that Act,
an influx of undesirable aliens, it would
look like a reflection on the Federal
Government to pass the motion. I am
satisfied it would be sufficient if a com-
munication were made officially by me to
the Federal Prime Minister, intimating
that this question caused a good deal of
anxiety in the minds of citizens in this
State, and stating to bin certain facts,
particularly what the mover has just
pointed out, namely that there has been
a certain number of Italians introduced
during the last year. I cannot go so far
as the lion. member and say Italians
should be placed on the sme level
as Asiatics, because it is admitted
that Italians are a highly civilized
race, anti there axe among the Italian

peasantry, I believe, many whom we
should be glad to have as settlers
in this State.

Ma. JoHNsow: But they are not
settlers.

THE PREMIER: I said we should be
glad to have them as settlers.

MR. TAYLOR: Have them as settlers,
but not as wage-earners.

TaE PREMIER: I said "settlers."
I am not in a. position to say what
personal object each one of those
foreigners had when be came to Western
Australia. I have pointed out before in
this House that it was ]iot because
a man was an ]Italian. or a French-

iman, or an Austrian, or a Greek,
that we objected to him, but that what
we did object to was that we bad to
accept the scum of the Mediterranean
ports-that was the expression I made
use of, and if not in this H Ouse, I used
it outside. Certainly you can find in the
Mediterranean men whom you would not
allow within 40 yards of ,you. If you go
to Naples, for instance, the lowr-class
Neapolitan is one of the worst of
Europeans. We should not condemn
the whole of Italy because there happens
to be a certain had lot in Naples. I am
as keen as anybody in regard to prevent-
ing the introduction of undlesirable aliens,
but I have not that rooted objection to a
man simply because he happens to he an
alien. We accept. as settlers French,
Germans, Italians, Scandinavians, and
mtany other European races; but the
particular objection we have is to the
Asiatics, because the fear is that sooner
or later we may, if we offer too much
encouragement, be overrun by people of
certain nationalities.

Ma. GORGE: Are we not aliens in
their country ?

THE PREMIER: Of course we are.
It is part of the British policy that we do
not mind overrunning other people, hut
we do not like being overrun ourselves.
I do not like to be asked to submit to
the Federal Prime Minister at resolution
which seems to me to be premature, and

Iwhich might lay me open to a snub.
That is what it really amounts to. I
take a certain personal stand over this
matter; and I say I am prepared to make
proper and respectful representations to
the Federal Prime Minister on this

Iquestion, with a view to keeping out
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undesirable immigrants. But Isay again
it would he premature to pass this motion
until we have substantial proof or justifica-
tion in supposing there has been a derelic-
tion of duty on the part of the Federal
Government. I consequently ask the hon.
member not to press the motion to a
division. If he does so, I shall feel
forced to vote againsf him. I think his
object will be gained if he is satisfied
with having brought the matter before
the House, and with my assurance that I
will make representations in the proper
quarter, and I think in proper terms.

THs COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. F. fllingworth) : I would like to
say that the administration of this Act
has been very much under my control in
this State. Up to the time of the
Federal Government taking control, we
took such steps as we deemed necessary
to prevent the introduction of undesirable
aliens ; and only a day or two before the
Federal Government took control, I
stopped the landing of quite a number of
Italians. But I think the mover hats
been somewhat misinformed, and I
believe there is an impression about,
which is wrong, in regard to Italians
coming here under contract. We have had
the services of a gentleman who speaks
Italian well, and is himself Italian-born;
and on every occasion on which Italians
arrived in the port here, he has been very
good to the Government and has volun-
tarily gone down to Fremntle at his own
expense and made inquiries. Regarding
the last pairty that arrived, I have his
assurance that fr('m a conversation lie'
had with the men, he ascertained that
not one of them bad come here under
contract. Of course we have niot affi-
davits to that effect from the immigrants.

MR. GEORGE: What is there in an
affidavitP

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: But
we have sufficient evidence to satisfy us
that the men were not under contract.

MR. JoHNsoN: It was easy for them to
say so.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Some hon. members are evidently sus-
picious ; but I amu quoting as my
authority a gentleman who is well
acquainted with the Italian language,
who tried to find out the facts, and who,
being a Pressman, would have been easily
made suspicious by discrepancies in the

men's statements. That gentleman is
satisfied as to their bona ides, and he is
certainly not in favour of an influx of
undesirable aliens. I am certain that, if
he could have found any ground for sus-
picion, we should have ha a flaming
article in the paper he represents, to the
effect that the Government had failed in
their ditty by admitting these undesirable

MR.GEORGE: Is that paper the Morn-

ing, Herald ?
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This

information should dispel any Buspicion
in the minds of bon. members that there
is a. contract system in operation. To say
the least of it, there is no evidence that
these men came here under contract.

MR. W. 3. GEORGE (Murray): I
hope the Premier's view will be adopted,
although in a great measure I agree with
the mover. To my mind there is some-
thing more important in this question
than appears on the surface. There are
few countries in the world to which an
Englishman thinks he has not. a right to

gand to which, if he chooses, be does

noRg. TYO:The Australian does not

emigrate to foreign countries.
ME. GEORGE: I look upon an Eng-

Ilishan and an Australian as the same.
MR. TAYLOR: Oh, nonsense!1
MR. GEORGE: I am an Engfilihm,

and have been an Australian for 23 years;
and I think that as an Englishman I am
as good as an Australian, and as ao
Australian I am as good as an English-
man. I should like the House and the
mover to look at the question in this way.
I believe it is now attracting the attention

Iof even more important functionaries
than those to be found in the Australian
Common wealth. The question, so far as
English statesmen are concerned, is not
new: they have to conserve the rights of
Englishmen. and at the amen time to give
fair play to the inhabitants of foreign
countries to which Englishmen have the
right to go. The hon. member wishes to
restrict Italians. If that be reasonable,
why not restrict Germans, Russians,
Greeks, or any other people ? Does it

ocu othe 'bon. member that such
legislation may hamper the British Gov-
ernment. and considerably interfere with
the liberty of the English and Australian
people in foreign landsP If there be one
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thing that the lat few years have shown,
it is that Australia and Great Britain are
indissolubly welded; and I would ask
whether it is wise that we on this side of
the equator Should attempt, by legisla-
tion, to embarrass and interfere with the
efforts of the British Government. Surely
we must all admit that the British Gov-
ernment are more likely to have a fair
grasp of this quest-ion than we. The
statesmen of Great Britain are statesmen
of whom the Empire can be proud; and
though we may say that we know as
much ats the- politicians of the old country,
if we are honest, we must in our hearts
admit that we do not. I ask the House
to follow the leadl of the remier; what-
ever he may do will be in the interests
not only of this country, but of the
Empire with which we are indissolubly
connected, and from which I hope we
Shall never be severed.

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna.): The
last speaker has looked on this matter
from an Imperialistic point of view.
He told us that so far from placing any
restriction on people who would inhabit
Western Australia, we Should defer to
English statesmen, who know a. good
deal more than we do, and that we should
sacrifice ourselves in the interests of the
policy of the British Governmnut.

Ms. GEORGE:: No; I said nothing of
sacrifice."
MR. HASflE: That idea is perfectly

new to me, and has not hitherto obtained
in Australia. Take the fiscal ques-
tion. Free-trade was the policy of Great
Britain, but in not one single instance
has that policy been adopted in an Ans-
tralian State.

MR. GEORGE: Protection doss not
interfere with the rights of foreigners.

MR. HASTIE: In not one instance
have the bulk of the politicians in the
different colonies declared that we must
Study the 'Empire. I am probably as
well acquainted wish the feelings of
English statesmen and politicians as the
member for the Murray, and I am bound
to say that, except in one or two instances,
this idea has not been seriously con-
sidered in England. English politicians
have said: "1You have in Australia. much
uninhabited land, and it is for the Aus-
tralian people to Say whether that shall
be kept as a reserve for the English-
speaking people and for European races,

or whether it shall be overrun by inferior
roes.' They have farther Said that
English statesmen will never interfere, if
Australians really wish restrictions to be
imposed on alien immigratin

Ma. G~onos: Do you consider the
Italians an inferior race?

Ma, JOHNSON: Yes,
Ma. HASTIE : I shall come to that

by-anld-by. The lion, member farther
said that if we restrict the Italians, there
is no reason why we should not restrict
the French and Germans. '[here is every
reason. The Frenchman, the German,
or the Norwegian, when he conies to live
in A ustralia, comes "on his own," or one
or two of them come together. They
come as colonists: the Italian does not.
Eon. members, if they understand this
question at all, know that in very few
instances does an Italian ever land in
Western Australia with a pound in his
pocket.

Ma. GEORGR: I have known English-
men sim ilarly circumstanced.

MR. .HAS'VIE: Frequently. But
Englishmen do not come in huge bodies,
or under such circumstances that we are
compelled to believe that. their expenses
are paid for them. They do not come
with the knowledge that if they land at a
certain place tht-y will. be sent on to dif-
ferent parts of the couintry, practically
without having to look for employment.
It has been said here that we cannot
prove a contract. But, in the first place,
it is well known that the passages and
all the expenses of these immigrants are
paid. Farther, the money so aodvanced is
paid hack. And again, if the money be
not paid back soon enough, the wives.
families, and other relatives of these men
suffer therefor. It is perfectly true that
we cannot prove definitely that the men
are under contract; but, supposing they
were not under contract before they
arrived here, it would come to almost the
same thing if they were practically under
contract after landing. We must remem-
ber the position of these people when
they land. They cannot Speak English;
they do not understand the habits or
customs of the people; but they know
that by going to certain persons they can
get employment, and, in many instances,
they are given a preference. The Minister
for Railways is not at present here, other-
wise I should have taken the opportunity
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of congratulating him on the fact that
daring the last few days Italians have
not been employed on the Farm at Fre-
mantle; but it is an absolute fact that
last week at least 30 per cent. of the men
employed there were Italians, and on
Saturday afternoon almost all were
Italians. The Italians found that they
could get work easily, while a large
number of men who had worked there a
considerable time found that they could
get work there no longer. Another
matter with which Fremnantle people are
acquainted is the employment of Italians
at the Smelting Works. There is much
unskilled work done there by people
who have no special training. At the
present moment, I believe that out
of a total of 270 workers, there are
at the Smelting Works 70 or 80
Italians employed; and it is curious that
those men are invariably newly-arrived
Ttalians, that they have not been here
for any considlerable time. We have
evidence, too, that thiey come in large
numbers to the timber districts, and that
the wood-chopping trade in the Miirchi-
son district is almost an Italian monopoly.
To some extent this is so on the eastern
guldfields, bnt not entirely so. Reference
has been made by the Premier and others
to the point that there are many people
in Italy who would make good colonists.
No doubt there are; but they do not
come to West Australia. [ have yet to
learn that anything like a fair proportion
of Italians who come here are in any way
independent. Moreover, they have had
no experience of conditions similar to
those they find here.

MR. Guonon: Are they sent out as
white staves?'

Mn. IIASTIE: Surely I have ex-
plained the mtatter with sufficient clear-
ness. They are men who have had
practically no independent positions in
the land they left. Their passages here
are paid, and in most istances I believe
they have to pay hack the money
advanced. Some lion. members, includ-
ing the mover and I, are very particular
in referring to newly-arrived. Italians. If
we have here Italins or any other
foreigners who have had somte experience
of the country, who can to some extent
speak our language and understand our
conditions, no one of us will seriously
object to their presence ; but it is the

newly-arrived class that is driving many
of our best workers out of employment.
And the foreigners do not stop there.

1 It is within the knowledge of members
that the small shops in Perth, Fremantle
and neighbourhood are gradually becom-

ping a monopoly of the foreigner; not
only the fish and fruit shops. but many
others; and apparently there is a tend-
ency to encourage these foreigners to
come here in increasinig numbers. It has
been represented by the Premier and the
Treasurer that we should not assume

Ithat Italians comte here in increased
numbers since the control of alien immi-
gration became a federal affair. Well, if
that be correct, it means that the ad minis-
tration of the Act during the last six or
eight months by our State Government
has been anything but firm; because one
of the first ships which came to Australia
after immigration became a federal
matter, landed 60 or 61 ment at Fremnantle.
Another with 40 came, and- no doubt in
many other oases they have come across
in particularly great numbers. I wish
really the House would not assume that
any of us here object to Italians or any
other class of Europeans as individuals.
If they came here like the rest of us, as
men, and bore their burdens like the rest
of us, no one would seriously object; but
what we strongly and strenuously object

tisthe bringing of a large number of
men wbo are in no way used to our con-
ditions and who will absolutely swamp
some portion of our industries.

MR. GEORGE: Reduce the wages: is
that the idea ?

MR. HASTIE: 'Undoubtedly they will
do that.

Mu. GEORGE: I would stop them, then.
MR. HASTIE: I am. very doubtful

whether we shball get the assistance of
various members who sit on the Opposi-
tion side of the House. I noticed that
when the Premier and the Colonial Sec-
retary said anything in favour of not
doing any, thing, it was received almost
nnimously withi cheers on that side of

the House. They seem to have a very
strong liking fur Italians, and I have no~t
the slightest doubt they believe they'
would be benefited or enriched by an
influx of Italians, and therefore of course
the country will be benefited.

MR. GEORGE: Is that quite fair?
Mai. RASTIE: It is true.

[ASSEMBLY.) to prevent Influx.
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MB. GEOoE : It is not fair.
MR%. HASTIE: I can hardly include

the member for the -Murray (Mr. George)
in the category, becmuse at that moment
he wne absent from his seat; but other
members had a smile on their faces as
though they were particularly pleased.

Mu. GE~ORGE: I do not think that is
q uite right.

MR.. RIASTIFE: In reference to this
motion, the real intention of it is for us
as representatives in the Parliament of
Western Australia to state our opinion
that the Act should be fairly carried out,
and it may have this effect. At the time
when this immigrants Bill was before the
Federal Parliament one understanding
was come to all over, and it was this.
that it would not be easier for undesirable
immnigrants to come into any of the States
than it had been before. I submit it has
been made particularly easy in Western
Australia, and it will continue to be very
easy unless we make some protest. I
trust the House will pass the motion and
so show our opinion. On the other hand
I expect that gentlemen such as mny friend
the member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Pigott) and others who are particularly
anxious to encourage this influx will vote
against it, but the good sense of the
House will carry it.

MR. S. 0. PIGOTT (East Kimberley):
I rise to oppose the motion, not because
I want to see a number of Italians brought
into the State, but because I think it
would be, as the Premier said, very pre-
mature to pass the motion and hand it to
the Federal Premier. I happened to be
lpresentat the tiweof the passing of this Act
when it was before the Federal Senate. I
heard it very ably debated by all sections
of that House, and strongly debated by
the gentlemen who sit on the Labour
benches. From what I heard there, ITam
sure we, as the Legislature of this State,
should have sufficient confidence in the
Federal Parliament to show we hold
the view that the Act the 'y have just
passed is about the best that could be
passed for the time being. There may
be faults in the Act on both sides, but it
has not been passed hastily:_ it was passed
af ter mature consideration by all sections
of the inhabitants of Australia. I think
that if we pass the motion now before the
Honuso and forward it on to the Right
Honourable the Prime 'Minister, we as a

House will get the biggest snub that any
legislature has ever received. I have
great pleasure in saying that I shall
oppose the motion.

MILL 3. B. HOLMAN (North Mur-
chison) : The Colonial Sec~retary and also
the Premier said we were too prematuire
in moving in this matter; but I con-
sider it has been introduced too late, and
that if we do not deal with the subject at
once the evil will become so widely spread
that it will be impossible to take the
matter in hand at all. This should have
been taken in hand more than 12 mnonths
ago. The increase of Italiaas on the
various mining centres. of Western Aus-
tralia during the past 12 months is some-
thing to be alarmed at. I have myself
seen wines where in the past all the
people employed were of the English-
speaking race, and where there have been
some of the best miners you could pick
out in the States, but where they have
been displaced and Italians have been
introduced in their place. It is our duty
to do everything possible to see that the
men willing to settle in this State who
have brought their wives and families
here and are doing everything to open up
the country, are not displaced by allowing
undesirable foreigners to take their posi-
tions. These immigrants do so not
because they are any better mniners than
thouse whose places they have taken,
because I myself .have known scores of
instances where the Italiaus went under-
ground although they had not done an
hour's work of the kind before, and they
have taken the place of really practical
men. If good paying companies can
afford to initiate these Italians into
mining and put them into the place of
really good men, there must be some
inducemnent held out to them to do so.
We have heard it said these immigrants
are desirable, but I maintain it is not
desirable for us to allow tlem to conic
into the State in droves. If we had a,
few Italians among the English-speak-
ing nace, thcy would very soon ger, on
an equal footing with us, and they
are as good as we are in every way.
but if we -allow Italians to come here
in large numbers to dominate us
we shall find them maintaining a very
different attitude. I know of a case
where simply because an Englishman
laughed on passing a mob of Italians, he
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had his ear chewed off, au&- if such per-
sons as those are desirable to introduce
into"Western Australia, I do not know
what undesirable immigrants are. Ilhave
hierd members get up and say, "1What
can we do to advertise this countryv? "
TO allow foreign imimigrants to come into
Western Australia to displace men who
are earning a living and helping the
country, is not ai wise way to advertise
this Statte. You have spent thousands;
and thousands of pounds advertising the
timber industry and the mines, and Dow
you are going to allow foreigners to conic
in and take the place of those Who h~avu
helped the country. As long as I can I
will take a stand against it. I dto not
see why the Premier of the Federal Par-
lisanent should dictate to Western Aus-
tralia as to who are undesirable and who
are not. The people of Western Aus-
tralia have been taxed to -advertise the
timber industry anld the mines, and the
people who pay taxes to advertise these
things, and to pay for those exhibits sent
to the old country, to Paris, and Scot-
land, should have the benefit of being
allowed to work in Western Australia,
and get their living. What do we adver-
tise the country forP Is it for the people
to be driven out bY foreign immigrants
who cannot speak English when they
come to the State. We find that these
Italians go helow and cannot speak a
word of English, and they are a menace
to the safety of other miners employed
below. I have known several eases where
boles were fired and they could not give
warning, and I have known of eases
where men have been struck with fir* ing
stones before they could get to places of
safety. It is very strange if these people
work uinder the same conditions as we do.
They come into the country with nothing,
and they can at once obtain emuploy-
inunt. They come with directions as to
where 1.0 go to secure work right off.
I myself have been travelling in a train
among a mob of Ttalians who could not
speak a word of English. They bad
directions written out on telegraph formns,
and the 'Y inquired of me regarding them.
These men were sent to an individual at
Day Dawn named Cherotti. As soon as
they. got the name they seemed to be
all right. We cannot adduce proof that
the Italians are working to reduce wages,
hut we can show there must be something

behind the scenes that we cannot unravel.
The Colonial Secretary told the House
that an Italian gentleman went out to
meet the men. I have been in communi-
cation with Italian gentlemen who -have
tried to obtain employment, to get among
these new chums to find out what condi-
tions they %York under, and they have met
with ref usaL. The enlightened Italiatns
were not allowed to go aud work among
them, so there must be something behinid
the scenes which we know nothing about.
I hope everythinig will toe done to prevent
a farther influx of these undesirable
immigrants. They arc undesirable in
every way, because when they come here
they drive people who have settled in the
country out of the place; men who are
willing to stop here all their lives. The
Italians send almost every penny they
get out of the State, and do not bring
their wives and famiuilies here or help to
bnild the country up in any way. I will
support the motion, and I would make it
more stringent, if I possibly could.

At 6-28, the SPEAKER left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tics MINISTER FOR PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. C. H. Rason): The
intention of the mover of the motion
appears to be, if possible,to prevent the con-
tinued influx of ubdiesirable immtigrants
into this State; and if that be his object,
every member of the Government, and
probably every mlember of the Rouse, is
entirely in accord with him. But the
hon. member cannot expect any Govern-
ment to consent to a motion that is
capable of bearing the interpretation of
being a reflection on the Federal Govern-
ment. If the object of the mover is as I
have imagined, then his object can best
be attained by allowing the Premier to
inake reniresentatious to the Federal
Prime Minister on the subject, ais he has
offered to do. I hope that, seeing this is
undoubtedly the best action to take, thle
hon. member will not press the motion
to a division. If he does so, he will be
placing the Govern ment and placing
some other members of the House in a
somewhat false position;i because while
wholly in accordance with his views, they
will be compelled to vote against the
motion, worded as his motion is.

[ASSEMBLY.] to prevent rnffiex.
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MR. W. D, JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):-
In rising to support the motion, I wish
to point out that in bringing it forward
we do not do so for the purpose of reflect-
ing upon Italians. We bring it forward
ais a protest ag'ainst the influx of Italians.
Our contention is that it is undesirable
there should be anu influx of Italians into
this State at the present time. We as
representatives of the workers do not con-
sider that the Italians should come here
and cumpete unjustly with uts in the
labour market. They are landed in the
country without having any knowledge
of the English language, and are dis-
tributed throughout the 0goldfields, where
they find work immediately they arrive
on the fields. It is a remarkable fact
that in going round the different large
mines at Kfalgoorlie you will find 60 to
100 men at each shift looking for emnploy-
ment, and none of them are Italianis.
Indeed, none of those aliens who arrive
without being able to speak a word
of the English language are found
looking for work; for as soon as they
arrive on the goldfields they goet work,
and the services of English-speaking men
atre dispensed with, It is on this accouint
we lbriug forward the mnotion, and protest
against the influx oif Italians into this
State. In December last a, hundred
Italians landed. none of them under-
standing the English language. It is
useless for members of this House to
compare the ability and standing of
Italians with Australians. We do not
wish that comparison to be drawn: but
we say there is something behind this
influx, that there is some system of con-
tract made with these immigranits. It is
useless far members to say the Italians
do not come here under contract. If so,
why are there a hundred coining into
this State in one monthP As to thme
statement made by the Colonial Secre-
tary this afternoion, that an interpreter
goes to these men on. behalf of the
Government and asks if they come under
cntract, we know these men are told
before arrivng hiere that it would be
illegal for them to land here under con-
tract; and consequently we can hardly
expect these men would "1give the show
away " and say they were under contract,
because they know that if they admitted
this to be so they wonid he sent back.
ConseqluentlY ii is difficuilt to get any

evidence to prove to this House or to the
Federal Parliament that these men comie
under contract. In reply to a question
put to the Prime Minister of the Federal
Parliament, he is reported in Haneardl to
have said :

Where people of European moou, whether
Italianis or of other nationsalities,show that they
are undesirable or are discovered to be so,
upon grounds independent of colour, there will
be no hesitation in applying the education
test; but I do not think it was intended by
parliament, or desired by the country, that
persons of European race should be subjected
to the education test, unless there be some
specific reasoni for their exclusion.

Our specific reason for urging the motion
is that there is no room for an influx of
Italians into this State. Of course, the
agriculturists in this Ulou se may say they
-want farm labour. Well, if they do, let
them get these Italians anl take them on
their land as farm labourers; hut we on
the gold fields do not want Italian immi-
rants to be working wvith English-
speaking men on the mines, working
alongside of men who have to share the
dangers that are caused by these incom-
petent men employed on the maines who
do not understand any English. We
object to their being on the mines, and
we object also to their competing with
the Englis h-speaking race in the timber
industry. In that industry also it is
dangerous to the lives of English-speaking
men to have to work alongside of these
new-comers who do not understaind what
is said in English. If agriculturists
want these men on the farms, let them
take the immigrants to the farms. It is
proved conclus ively that those working
men who have gone to the mines seeking
employment have come from the timber
industry.

Ma. 0 nonas: Why do the mnanagers
put the Italians on?2

MR. JOHNSON - The managers not
only put them on, hut bring them to this
country for the purpose of putting them
on. I will take a ease which came under
my own notice. A strike occurred some
time ago at the Paddington Consols
Mine, and the men knocked off work.
Th less than 24 hours that mine was
almost fully manned by Italians, and not
onhe of them could speak English. This
shows that. the managers must bare
control of these mnen, and UxLt be able
to draw on them at very short notice;
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because we find in this particular ease
the mine was manned very promptly,
proving that there is some system of con-
tract, some understanding bet-ween these
men and the employers of labour in tis
State. I hope the House will look at the
motion in a. fair light, and will see that
the Labour party are not obijecting to the
Italians as Italians, but to the influx of
Italians at the present time.

Mit. J. RESIDE (Hannans) : In re-
ference to the influx of Italians, I asked
some questions of the Minister for Rail-
ways, and to-day I was much surprised
at the nature of the answer received from
him ; because my information had been
obtained from a reliable authority, and I
had been told that fully 30) per cent.
of the men engaged on the Farm at
Fremantle were newly-arrived Italians,
Yet the Minister informed us that there
are only three Italians there, and it is
peculiar to me that men should complain
to me of the large number of Italianis,
and, moreover, that the chief complaint
should he that these Italians received
preference over Britishers in ,regard of
employment. I certainly think it wrong
for the Government to employ these
newly-arrived Italians to the detriment of
British or Australian workers; and if *the
Minister is willing to accept the answers
he has given me to-day, I must say
he is very easily bluffed on the question.
I should advise him to make further
inquiries, and he will find out that the
information I have received on this matter
is correct. From my experience I know
that these Italians are crowding into the
State, and competing against English-
speaking workers in all the different
industries which exist in Western Aims-
tralJia.. I amn told that at the Fremantle
Smelting Works nearly 30 per cent. of
the employees are Italians. We have
complaints from. the timber industry.
We know that in the Murchison district
many of these Italians are working to
the exclusion of British and Australian
miners; and I know for a fact that on
the Eastern goldfields, and especially in
the timiber-cutting industry, there is a
great number of these Italians. This is
not altogether a question of whether
Italians are as good as Britons; but it is
a question of blood being thicket than
water. I say the ties of kindred are such
that the men responsible for engaging

Italians should give the preference to
Australians and Britishers rather than to
these aliens. We have the experience of
other countries, which have had to legis-
late against these men, and men of inferior
races, who take up occupations which
rightf ully belong to natives of the country;
and I think the time has arrived in Aus-
Iralia when we should carry out this
restrictive legislation. I do not think
the motion is in its wording very severe
or drastic. It asks merely that the
Federal Immigration Act shall be strictly
administered. The Premier has said hie
does not like to support this motion,
for fear of a. snub; but if he is, snubbed
we shall all receive the snb, because the
Premier will forward this motion as the
representative of the House. I think
that the Premier, as well as other hon.
members, can stand a snub. We should
take advantage of every means of pre-
venting the influx of these undesirable
aliens.

TaxE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. KingsmiUl) : I regret thme tone
of the member who has just sat down.
Perhaps if he had askedl me to make
farther inquiries in regard to the employ-
ment of Italians at what is known as thbe
Farm at Fremantle, withbout distinctly
imputing misinformation to the officers
of my depamrtment, his action would have
had precisely the same effect, and would
have been slightly more graceful. Hlow-
ever, be that as it may, I will pardon the
hon. member, who evidently feels strongly
on this subject, and I shall have farther
in1quiries made. But'I have not the
slightest doubt as to the result. The
answer to his question, which was
obtained to-day from the district super-
intendent at Fremantle, is, I believe,
absolutel y correct; and I do not think
any amount of inquiry will unearth any
more of those Italians, who are, in my
opinion as well as in the opinion of the
lion, member, eminently undsiable When
coliting- to this country tinder contract.
With regard to tme Italian who comes to
this cou ntry as a bona fide workman, not
under contract, I mnay say at once that
for my part he shall have an equal
"1show"' withI the man of anyv other
nationality. It would be very good if
some of the agriculturists and viticul-
turists of Italy were to seek homes in
Western Australia.
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MR. JOHNSON: They do not seek such I
homes: it is the miniers who conme here.

THn MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: -
I am quite at one with the lion. memnber
that we do not desire these people to
comne here under contract to work for
wages at whi&h the ordinary miner or
ordiiiarv' working man cannot possibly
make a. living. I shall make farther
inquiry as to the question which the
member for Haunans has; raised; but I
must still believe, even in tho face of
the statements which his informant has
made, that it is the hion. member who
has been misinformed, and not I.

MR. Rusion: I do not think so.
Hiu. F. WALLACE (Mt. Magnet) : On

this question of undesirable immigration,
I think members are agreed. The Labour
members sem to inn to have taken uip
thle stad-

MUp. JouNsoN: The correct stand.
Mu. TAYLOR: They happen to be right

this timie.
Ma. WALLACE: That these people

must not come here because they are
Italians. That is what I nderstand.
Now. I shall not draw a, line at Italians
or any other aliens. I say, if -it can be
shown that these men are doing an injury
to our workers in this State, we should,
as a body, rise up and protest against
their admission. lBut I should like to
say that numbers of these Italians have
found their way to the Murchison gold-
fields. I am informed-and I believe
other mnembers of this Chamber know as
much about what I am saying as I do-
that it is only' during the time tbat these
Italians are working under contract that
they work for lower wages than our own
people; and I believe that the first words
of English they learn are sufficient to
enable them, when their contract has
expired, to demand the ruling wage.
M. TAYLOR: You have never workt d

underground.-
MR. WALLACE: To know what I

have said, it is not necessary to work
underground. I have been told this by
Englishmen at Mt. Magnet, with reference
to the men mployed in mines at Lennon-
yulle; and I do not think any member
can point to an instance where an Italian,
out of his timne, has worked for less than
the standard wage.

Ma. ReszDE: Out of what time?

Mu. WALLACE:. After the expire.-
tion of his contract. I was told that at
Day Dawn and at Lennonuvil le there vwe
mianagers who did not desire to employ
such Italians, but that they were fouisted on
the managers by the directorate. On the
d irectorate of these particulair mintes there
are several Italians, who foist those
immigrants on the managers.

Ma. JOHNSON: Does not that prove
the immigrants are undesirable?

Ma. WALLACE : If we cani show that
they come out under contract, they then
come within the scope of the Undesirable
Immtigranuts Act.

Mu. Jon sos : I'How can that be
proved?

Mu. WALLACE: I do not know that
there are not several ways of proving it.
In iny opinion, the customs officers have
too much discretion. (Mu. DAGLISH:
Hear, hear.) They are, perhaps, bound
down to at [particular construction of the
section; but it appears to mie the customs
agent at any port of this State has the
sole right to discriminate between desirable
and undesirable immigrants. All men-
hers must have seen from the statement
in the Federal House of Rtepresentatives
the other day, that our interests have been
well looked after by our State mnembers
in that House.

-M-R. TiroLou: Especially by the Labour
party.-

Ma. WALLACE: IE will not refer to
the Labonr party specially, because all
our representatives are Liberals of whom
we may be proud. In this instan ce, there
is nothing to be gained by the motion.
By the Commonwealth Act, Section 51,
the Federal Government practically
assume control of certain departments,
amongst which are immigration, emigra-
tion, influx of criminals, and so on. And
wve have the assurance of the Premier tnat
he is in sympathy with the motion; that
he will communicate with the Federal
Prime Minister and convey to him the
feeling expressed by this Parliament. I
have every reason to believe that this will
he sufficient to bring about the end we
desire, without carrying such a miotion.
The member for Hannans (Mr. Reside)
remarked that if the Premier sent on such
a resolution to the Federal Prime Minister
he would be snubbed.

MR. TAYLOR : Phe Premier said that.
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MR, WALLACE: The hion. member
said be would not mind if the Hlouse were
snuIbbed. But I understand there is a
certain etiquette to be observed, even in
politics.

Mn. TAYLOR: I have never yet seen it
observed.

MR. WALLACE: Then the lion.
memnber must he blind.

Mn. TAYLOR: Oh, no: mny eyes are
wide open.

MR, WALLACE: I think members on
the Labour bench are to he commended
for taking the action they have taken;
but what is to be gained by the motion,
when we have the Premier's assurance
that hie will communicate with the Federal
Prime Minister, and by that mneans
achieve the end at which we aim ? I
hope members will debate this question,
so as to have a full expression of opinion,
and that after the debate the mover will
withdraw his Jproposal.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I desire to emphasise the
remarks of the Premier and the Minister
for Workb, regarding this motion. I
think we must first of all recognise that
we have lost, under the Commonwealth
Act, the power to legislate in regard to
immiigration. I take it the object of the
Labour party is to prevent danger to
other workmen through the fact that
su ch immnigrants work in the mines with-
out any knowledge of English. Per-
sonally, I think members know what I
desire to do in regard to these undesirable
immigrants. Since I have taken office, I
have absolutely refused to issue to any
Asiatic, no matter whether a British
subject or not, a miner's right, a business
license, or a mineral license; because T
recognise that we do not wish to have
these people trading on the fields. And
so long as I have that power under the
Goldfields Act, it is my intention to carry
out the same policy. In regard to Ialians
working on the mines, I have issued
instructions to the inspectors to see that
none of them are engaged as signalmen
or flatmen, and that if the are, we shall
throw the whole onus of any accident on
the managers4. Every possible action has,
been taken to prevent any danger accruing
to other workmen through the presence
of such men; but the great point we have
to consider is, are those men im ported
under contraetY If we discover that

Ithey are, and that the Act has not been
properly administered in this State, then
it will be our duty to refer this matter
to the Prime Minister. But until we
hauve that information, it would, I think,
be improlier for us to pass such a, motion.
No member who has spoken can show
that immigrants who have come here
can be looked oni as absolutely undesir-
able, bitt if we can prove that they
are undesirable, or that they are being
imported under contract, then I amn
quite satisfied we Shall be justified in
passaing a motion even stronger than this.
I hope this motion will be withdrawn,
until we get seine sound, solid evidence
that these people are beitug imported
uinder contract.

MEMBER: We have b)en trying for
three inouths.

MR. HoLMtAN: Twot years.
Tan. MINISTER FOR MINES: If

you will allow me to miake aL suggestion,
I think an amendment. of the Mines
Regulation Act would dto a great deal
more good thtan this motion, with regard
to the wages paid and the employment of
men who do not undlerstand the English
language. Taking all things into con-
sideration; I think that rather thau have.
at snub thrown at us by the Prime
Minister for interfering with a thing of
this sort, more especially in the absenice
of evidence, and having the assurance of
the Premier that he will direct the
attention of the Prime Minister to the
fact that there is a large influx of Italians
and that we want supervision, this motionIshould be withdrawn.

MR. G+. TAY-LOR (Mount Margaret):
I am rather surprised to see the amount
of hostility this motion is receiving from
1)0th sides of the House.

THE COLONIAL SECnRARY: No hos-
Itility.

Ma. TAYLOR: I did not expect to see
much warmth from this side, but I did
expect to See Some more friendly feeling
ona the Kin isterial side of the House when
a labour member brought up labour
politics. .I am sorry the House views this
qjuestion solely in the interests of the
workers. I feel sure that if members
k-new ase munch about mining centres in
Western Australia as I do, they would be
satisfied that the importtion of these

undsirblealiens should be stopped.
Tewhole trouble seems to be to find
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out ateettrately whether these men are
under contract or not. The immigration
Act of the Coimnonwealth sets forth if
they arc undesirable, but who is going to
be the sole judge of their undesirable-
ness ? There are thousands of people in
this State who are satisfied that these
Italians comning to West Australia as
they do, are udesirable, but I am sorry
to say that this Rouse is not of the
same opinion as the people of the
State. What is the test they go
throughP I cannot say of my own
personal knowledge, but I know that last
wveek there were 16 or 18 Italians landed
in this State. A gentleman who was
mentioned here to-night went down to
act as interpreter. T believe the only
question put was, " Are you under Con-
tract e" and the answer was, " No." I
believe the interpreter would bear me
out if he were in this House and in a,
position to do so, that before he reached
these men they, had been reachled by their
own countrymen, who had been in the
State sufficiently long to know -as much
about the Bill itself as we do; and I
suppose they were given to understand
that if any' question was put to them in
regard to contracts, they were to say
" No." That is the position, and it
seems to ine that unless they are under
contract we cannot object to them ; and
we cannot find out whether they are
under contract or not. As one member
(Mr. Holman) says, we have been
endeavouring for two years to find it out.
That memnber can speak (in this matter
with some authority, as unfortunately
for him he is in a part of the State
where employers insist on engagin these
Italians, that, is at flay Dawn, and T
believe there are more Italians work-
ing there than there are men belonging
to any other nationality or all other
nationalities thrown together. I met a
friend on the platform there as I was
passing through during the elections,
who told me it was practically overrun
with Italians. There is an Italian there,
and it is generall y understood by the
people at that Centre that he engages his
countrymen and brings them out here;
that he does the superintending portion
of it, and they work for him.' I know
Italians who have been in this country
Some lime, Or I aM told on the best
authority that they have gone to work

for this man, purporting to be new-
Chums, in order to know exactly under
what conditions their countr 'ymen worked,
whether they were slaves or not; and
before they had worked sufficiently long
they were what is Called " put away,"
and the course adopted did not have
the desired effect. These injustices
are known, but we are not in a posi-
tion to prove that the people have
come out under contract. When a large
section of the people of this State are
satisfied that these people are undesirable,
their voice should be heard, and they
should be Considered, but they are not,
I am sorry to say gentlemen on both
sides of the House have to-night shown
Imow much they think of the voice of the
people. I am truly sorry they arc- not
addressing a gathering during at general
election; I feel confident that if they had
been doing so they would never have
made the same statements on tht- hust-
ings as they have in this Chiamber. I
have seen too miny gentlemen on the
p~latformi and read too many speeches not
to know exactly how they would adapt
their remarks to suit ipeople ironm whom
they expect a vote. I repeat that the
iindesirableness of these people. is known
to people in this country. Employers
prefer Italians to English people simply
because the Italians do not understand
the language and the employers can
make them work under conditions which
English-speaking people would not work
unader, ind coming from Italy, where they
were under such miserable conditions,
these immigrants think anything is better
than their own country. I am not going
to say they are not good men after they

*have been in the countryv some time. I1
have worked with them side by side, and
alter they have been in the country eight
or ten years they are as good men as any'
other, and any, one who is at social reform- r
cannot look to Italy without finding men
who stood up and fought for their rights
ats well as any other country under the
sun. I respect the Italian when hie has
lived in this country sufficiently long to

*become acquainted with our customs and
habits and the conditions under which we
live. But the case is different when they

*conic out here in great numbers under
contract, as I feel confident they do, ats
new Chums, and do not know anything
about our customs. They first take a
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job at wood cutting, and if you have read
the papers you know that at. one place
there was practically a riot between the
English-speaking and Italians about
reduction of wages or taking wood chop-
Ping at a lower rate. It is all very well
for members in this House to say these
immigrants do not enter into undue corn-
petiton. If Italians camne here as lawyers
we should find that the legal fraternity
would object; but, unfortunately, that
is not the case. These immigrants
fall back on the ordinary labour market
and the workmen suffer. With refer-
ence to working underground I can
speak with authoxity on such work,
for I have engaged in it a number
of years in this State. Some of
the labour members have worked under-
ground, and I know the danger of that
work when men cannot understand the
language. I will state a, case where there
was a6 new cliuni Italian working a few
feet from the face and there was an
Englishman who was working near. The
latter had charged his hole and was
lighting the fuse. 1e said "heigh!" to the
Italian, who looked at him but did not
understand. He thought the Italian
was going to come away, but when he
came back he could Dot see him cowing.
Some of the other men in the level came
out of the way of the danger. The
Englishman said " I sang out to that-
who is he ?" The Englishmanu was so
excited that he ran past his own lighted
fuse and dragged the Italian out, and
when he had got about 15 feet away the
shot went off. Fortunately there was a
rise, and the shots blew straight down,
whereas if it bad been on the roof the
man would have been killed.

MR. GEoRGE: Did he get the Victoria
Cross ?

MR. TAYLOR: No, be did not. He
would if he had been in South Africa;
but they do not give them for what is
done in a mine. There is the danger ;
it occurs repeatedly underground, and
this House will have to deal with that
danger. I am pleased to hear the
Minister for Mines say that by an amend-
ment in the Mining Act we can make
provision to prevent people going under-
ground if they cannot speak, English.
Prevention is better than cure, and if -we
prevent these people from coming here
we shall not have to alter the mining

laws to suit them at all. As far as immi-
gration is concerned, a a worker I object
to any workman coiming to Australia
under conditions whereby he will reduce
wages, whether he be English, Irish,
Scotch or anything else. If he comes
here under miserable conditions to reduce
wages, I object to him. I do not advocate
the cause of the workman or wage earner
with any more force in this chamber
than I find the capitalist use in advo-
cating his side, ad notwithstanding the
appeals from the Ministerial benches to
withdraw this motion, I am fully derided
on the action I will take. Unless I
amn called upon to accept the withdrawal
of this motion by a majority of the labour
party, I will pat this to a division. It
is absolutely necessary that the people of
this couutr) should know exactly who is
going to vote against them on matters
directly affecting them. That is the
Positionl I take up as a wage earner and
representative of labour. I know that
these gentlemen say, when elections come
on, "It was carried on the voices, and
I voted with the ayes." It is time now
that the nmnes of those members should
be recorded in thedivisioii list of Hansard,
so that the country may know how they
voted. I know the Opposition side of
the House is solid with the Government
on every occasion when the Labour party
is to be defeated. [SEVERAL MEMBERS:
Oh, go on!] I am satisfied of this, and
therefore I propose to push the motion to
a division.

Ma. GEouGE: Whataboul the gentlemen
sitting opposite you (Labour members) ?
Why don't they come over here?

MR. TAYLOR: I wish they would
coineover here (Opposition cross-benches);
and I am sure I do not know what is
keeping them oin the other side. The
hostility shown to this motion by the
Ministerial side of the House should be
quite sufficient to convince those hon.
members that they are not in their right
place. [Several interjections.] Accord-
ig to their own reasoning, and according

to the speeches delivered by those hon.
members during the Morgans Ministerial
election campaign, they cannot expect
anything from this (Opposition) side of
the Chamber, but they do expect a lot
from the Ministerial side. Bearing in
mind the tenor of the speeches delivered
from all parts of the House during this
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debate, I should like some member of
the Labour party to point out. to me
from what quarter the Labour movement
has received ally sympathy, save of course
fromt the Labour bench. I think it is
about time the Labour party ceased to) he
hoodwinked. If I can possibly do it, I
shall endeavour to undeceive the Labour
party to-night by pushing this motion to
a division.

MR. GPORGE: Why don't you follow
your leaderP

MR. TAYLOR: If other members of
the Labour party followed my lead, they
would not be on the Ministerial side. I1
think members occupy' ing the Treasury
bench are satisfied a to the extent to
which I am hoodwinked.

MR. J. L. NANSON (Murchison) : I
regret; I was prevented front being in my
plate when this motion was iutroduced,
and that I have therefore not had an
opportunity of learning how it has been
received by lion, members on the opposite
(G overnmnent) side.

MR. TAYLOR: Surely YOU Can guess
that.

MR. NANSON: The remarks of the
member for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
led me to infer that the motion has not
met with a reception of the kind he
would appreciate. To me,. personally, the
niotiou does not seem to be of a specially
objectionable character, and I cannot see
why, if a division is called for, the House
should not adopt the motion. It wifl be
within the recollection of hion. members
that some monthisago I strongly opposed
the transmission of a resolution intro-
duced by the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. M1organs) in regard to the duty
which the Federal Tariff imposed on
mining muachinery. I opposed the trans-
mission of a Message to the Federal
Parliament in regard to a matter on
which the Federal Government were
taking a strong stand. The resolution
was one adverse to the ]Federal Govern-
meiit, and therefore I opposed it. The
motion of the member for Subiaco, (Mr.
Daglish), however, is in no sense adverse
to the Federal Government:; rather it is
one which will strengthen their hands,
and I have no doubt whatever Mr.
Barton would cordially welcome a
resolution of this character. [MR.
TAYLOR: Hear, hear.) I cannot see
why, the Immigration Restriction Act

having been passed, it should not be
strictly enforced within the lines laid
down by Mr. Barton. I do not think
that in the whole of Australia there is a
statesman who has advocated the cause
of a White Australia more vigorously
than Mr. Barton has done or who has
more vigorousl y advocated the exclusion
of undesirable immigrants, no matter
where they came from, either Asiatic
or European countries. The Labour
members, I take it, reccognise, ats indeed
we all recognise, that the Immigrant
Restriction Act cannot be administered
so as to absolutely exclude all Europeans
who may be unable to speak the English
language. Suich administration of the
Act, as we are all aware, would at once
lead to complications of an undesirable
character,and would probably be regarded
as showing that this part of the Empire,
namely Australia, was taking up an
tittitude of unfriendly chiaracter to foreign
couiries. Still there is no reason what-
ver why immigrants of an undesirable

character, immigrants who are absolutely
unable to support themselves, and who
come here as paupers or are brought (out
under conditions of contract to work on
terms below the ordinary rate of wages,
should not be excluded. I take it that in
adopting this motion we shall he
strengthening the bands of the Federal
Government; we shall be showing the
Federal Government that this part of the
Commonwealth desires the Imnnigration
Restriction Act to be administered with
all] reasonable strictness. I do not think
we Can go fart-her than that; but I think
we are perfectly justified as a House,
knowing that this is a. subject in which
the Federal Government symipathise with
uts, in making the proposed representa-
tions. If the Federal Government were
taking a strongly adverse side in this
matter, were opposed in regard to it by a
Iparty in the Commonwealth Parliament,
it would be improper on the part of
this House to lend itself to what might
lie regarded as party politics, or to the
support of one party in the Common.
wealth Parliament as against another.
On this question of undesirable immi-
grants, however, the whole of Australia is
practically united. I have not had an
opportunity of consulting all the members
on this (Opposition) side of the House in
reference to the motion ; but for my own
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part I amt unable to conceive what hidden
dangers lurk in it; and if the member
for Subiaco carries the matter to a
division, I shall certainly have pleasure
in supporting him.

MR. H. ])A GTISH (in reply as niover):
I must confess myself greatly astonished
at the manner in which this motion has
been received by the House. The inem.
her for the Murchison has characterised
that motion as a thoroughly innocent and
harmless one; and such it seemed to me.
Certainly it wats brought forward under
the impression, shared by myself with
members with whom I am associated,
that it was thoroughly harmless. As-
suredly it was not with any desire to
place either the Treasury, or the Govern-
ient in a false position, nor with any

intention of attempting to dictate to Mr.
Barton or the Federal Ministry. We
recognise that at the present timie the
State Government are practically handing
over the control of the immtigration laws
to the Federal Government, and. in fact,
the Federal Government are just taking
over the work.

MINISTERS: Have just taken it over.
Mit. DAGTASH : Very well; have just

Liken it over. It is not unreasonable
that the body which is parting with the
authority and which has controlled the
work for the past three or four years
should, in relinquishing control, give to
its successor such information as may
be Of value in administering the law.
Those are the lines on which the motion
has been Jproposed. As an, Assembly we
know exactly the condition of affairs here
wvith respect to certain people who come
in ats immigrants; and I contend that our
duty is to make that condition oif affairs
known to the Federal Parliament byv a
resolution of this House. And that is all
the motion aims at doing.

MR. GEORGE: The Premier Says he
will communicate with Mr. Barton.

ME. DAGLISH : I did not under-
stand that the Premier, while promising to
communicate with Mr. Barton, was tho-
rougly synipathetic either with the tenus
or the object of the motion. I under-
stood that he was only partially in
sympathy with the motion.

THE PREMIER: I am in Sympathy, with
the motion.

Mn. DAG-LISH: I must say that the
language of the Premier's assurance did

not altogether convey itself to my mind
*as expressing at favourable view of the
terms of the motion. I do not think
that the Premier expressed himself as un-
equivocally opposed to this immigration
unless it were immigration under contract.
I contend that we must go a step farther,
and that whether immigration be under
contract or not, if it has a tendency to
make the position of our wor-kers worse,
we are quite justified in objecting to it.
If I understand the Premier rightly, his

*object ion extended only to imimigration
under contract; therefore I do not feel

*altogether satisfied with the hion. mem-
her's assurance on the subject.

THE PREMIER: I said I was opposed
*toall undesirable immigration.

MR flAGTISH: That statement, of
course, leaves it open to the Premier or to
anyone else making it, to determine what
is undesirable immigration. So far as I
ami concerned, in proposing the motion I
made it Clear that the object I aimied at
was the prevention of the immigration of
people who did not come as permanent
settlers but gravitated to certain quarters
where they displaced British workers.
That, to my mind, is a very important
point.

MR. GEORGE: Yes; and displace them
at a lower wage.

MR. DAGLISH: I am not prepared to
pm-ove that. I am not in at position to
say that the 'y work at a lower wage.

MR. GARDINER: Our representatives
in the Federal Parliament will attend to
this matter.

MR. DAGUISH: It has been ques-
tioned whether these immigrants come

Ihere under contract or not. We have,
*however, had on this subject a very strong
pronouncement from the member for
Mount Magnet (Mr. Wallace), who posi-

Itively assures us that they do come here
under contract.

AIR. WALLACE: No. I did not say
that.

MR. lAG-lASH: I understood the
hion. memlber to speak very positively
concerning a certain mine at Lennonville,
and farther I understood him to say, or
at all events imply, that lie made his
statement on the best authority.

MR. WALLACE (in explanation) : 1 do
not wish that statement to go abroad
uncontradicted. I do not want to be
misrepresented, either purposely or acci-
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dentally. What I said was that I had
been told by an English mniner that he
understood these Italians were sent out
under contract to certain mines aIt
Lennonville and Day Dawn. I did not
say I had the information on good
authority' . I said I was told so by an
English workman.

MR. DAGLISH: I understood the
lion. member as assuring us also that the
manager of the mine at Lennionville was
opposed to the introduction of these men
under contract.

MR. WAMLACE: The same nian told
mec that. He wats aty authority for that
statement, also.

MR. DAGLISH: I was under the
impression that the lion, member got his
information from the manager of the
mine. I am glad the position has been
made piain. Even as the matter stands,
I consider the statement made as well
worthy of consideration, and as giving
us farther reason for believing that
there have been cases (if introduction of
immigrants uinder~ contract. A great
deal of capital has been made as to inter-
national com pl ications and difficulties
which may arise if this motion he carried,
or if Italian immigrants he prevented
from entering the State. The member
for the Murray (Mr. George) and others
who have sided with him on the subject,
seem to forget that what they urge was a
matter for consideration by the representa.
tive of His Majesty when the Inmigra-
tion Restriction Act was submitted to
him. The Federal Act provides:-

'The immigration into the Commonwealth of
the persons described in any of the following
paragraphs of this section, hereinafter called
prohibited immigrants, is prohibited; namely:
(a) Any person who, when asked to do so by
the officer, fails to write ont from dictation and

sign in the presence of the officer a passage of
fifty words in length in a European language
directed by the officer.

MR. GARDINER: "Europeanlanguage."
MR. DAGUISH: Exactly. "Directed

by the officer."
MR. GEORGE: Well, cannot these

Italians write .50 words of ItalianP
MR. DAGt~tSH.: If the officer directed

them to do so. The officer could direct
them to do so, and then they would be
required to do it; but if he directed them
to write in German or in English, they
would, under this Act, be prohibited
immigrants if they failed to write what

was dictated. This Act, 1 may point
out, alpplies also to Englishmen. When
at simnilar Bill was introduced into this
Assembly by Sir John Forrest in 1897
he said :

It is a Bill dealing with all classes of people.
whether English, British, or foreigners of any
description, and whether black or white. The
efficacy of the Hill will be in the administra-
tion. If it is administered wisely and well, all
cause for complaint as to undesirable persons
coining to the colony will cease.

That is exactly the contention I raise in
regard to the Federal Act: if it hes
administered wisely and well, all cause
for complaint will cease.

ME. GEORGE: But Sir John Forrest's
Bill was directed more against Chinese
and Japanese, as you will find by reading
the debate.

MR. DAGLISH : The Act was dis-
tinctly made gvneral. The Natal Act,
froni which it wvas copied, is allso
general. Moreover, the Natal Act forms
the basis of our Federal Act.

MR. W. J. Gzounos: That is 4111 right.
Nobody thought of any but Chinese and
Japanese, then.

THE PREMIER: It was also made
Pelfiend to meet the Imperial objection.

MR. DAGfLSH :Having been made
general. it received the assent of the
representative of His Maj.1esty. All the
motion asks is that the Act should be
administered as it stands, as regards the
persons specified If the Imperial con-
sideration did not prevent the assent
being given to the Act referred to, tihen
surely the Imperial consideration need not
worry the House when asked to pass this
motion. I am aware we have representa-
tives of this State in the Federal Parlia-
ment, but it is a strange thing that
members did not raise that objection
when the proposal of the member for
Coolgardie was before the House. Memn-
bers were willing, then, to give a
recommendation to be transmitted to the
Federal Parliament.

MR. GORGsE: Some were.
MR. DAGLISH: A great majority

voted for the proposition of the member
for Coolgardie, and very little objection
was taken to it. Therefore I cannot
upnderstand the very strong objection
taken to the motion, which reallyv is on
the same lines. The question of admin-
istration is one on which we are vitally
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affected, and in the detail of adininistra-
lion we have the right to speak. What
constitutes justifica1tion in my opinion.
and in that of tie Minister for Mines
are two different things. I thought
the motion carried justification on its
face, or why have the Governmnent ex-
pressed almost unanimous concurrence
with the motion? It is a difference
in regard to the methods, and the
Minister for Mines made a mistake in
saiyng that there was no justification for
the proposition I have brought forward.
The justification is proved by the adniis-
ajon that representation should be made,
and the only difference is whether it
should be made by the Premier as the
mouthpiece of the Government, or whether
it should be made by the Premier as the
m1outhpiece of Parliament. If the repre-
sentations. of the Premier have anyv
weight when they conle from the Go;-
erment, they have far greater weight
when they come with the sanction of the
Legislative Assembly. I contend, there-
fore, if these representations are likely to
do good, they will do far mkore good if
the Houise directs them, and that section
of the House embraced by the Cabinet
te the instigators. The Minister for
Works objected to this motion as a
reflection on the Federal Government. T
cannot understand where he can find the
reflection. The hon. member would have
to read thle interpretation in it wilfully
before it could be found there. No
reflection whatever is intended:- it is an
expression of thle desire of the State -that
isall. In regard tothe administration of the
law, surely we are warranted in expressing
our views as representatives of the people.
Is it not our duty, if we feel that the
people here are injured by the past
administration of the law, and are
liable to suffer greater injury in the
future, to express. that fear? Is it not
our duty, if possible, to p)rotect the people
by all means in) our powerP The Premier
feels that a slur will be cast on him if
this motion be carried.

THE PREMIER: I did not say that.
Mn. DAGLISH: It would be a snub.
THE PREMIER: AhI
Mn. DAI3LISH : I should be sorry to

see the Premier snubbed, and still miore
sorry to see people forced out of employ-
went to give place to foreigners, or that
the Act is not adminlistered as it might be.

THEn PREIER: That is not the point.
MR. DAGLISH: This matter has

been very fully discussed, and I do not
wish on the present occasion to force the
mnatter to a division. I certainly expectedl
the House would have passed the motion
on the voices, and I am astounded at the
opposition brought against it.

MR. GTEORGE: Not against the prin-
ciple.

Mn. DAG-LISH: I understand mnem-
bers want to be on both sides on this
occasion.

Mn. F. Conqon: No. WVe want to go
to a division.

AIR. DAGLISH: Members want to'
be on both sides. In deference to the
reqtuest mnade l am prepared, with the con-
sent u1f the House, to withdraw thle motion.

MR. JA&COJI: No. Divide.
Ma. D&GLISH: If any member

chooses to divide the House, I shaHU cer-
tainly be pleased. At thle same time, I
am quite willing to withdraw the motion
and allow the Government to titake their
representation, and if the representation
be not successful, then I shall be quite
prepared at a later date to bring forward
the motion, either in the same form, or
slightly al tered to mneet the circ umstances.
At-the same time, with the permission of
the House, I ask leave to withdraw the
motion.

THEi SPu&aKER: Is it the pleasure of
the House. thiat the motion be withdrawu ?

M, JACOJi!, Mn. CoiNon: No.
THE SPEAKER:; The motion cannot he

withdrawn.
Question put, and a division taken

with the following result:
Ayes ... .... ... 1$
Noes ... ... 1.9

Majority agrainst .. 6
AYES. NOES.

Mr. Dagliab Mr. Gardiner
Mr eas Mr.eoe
Mr. Holman Mr. oro
Mr. Hopinsa Mr. Gregory
Mr. JIacoby Mr. Hayward
Mr. Johnson Mr. Hicks
Mr. Nanson Mr. Higham
Mr. Reid Mr. Holmes
Air. Beside Mr. flhingwortbi
Mr. T%11or Mr. KingsniJ.1
Mr. ThmsMr. Lenke
Mr. Telverton Mr. McWilliams
Mr. Wallace (Teller). Mr. Monger

Mr. OV~onnor
Mr. Piesse.
Mr. Pigott
Mr. Epson
Mr. Stone
Mr. Shyer (Teller).

Question thus negatived.

[ASSEMBLY] to prevent Influx.
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LEASES SURRENDERED, INQu-IRY.
MfESSRS. CLEMENGES.

MR. J. RESIDE (Hannans) moved:-
That tI~e select committee already appointed

to itiquire into the conditional surrender of
Gold-mining Leases at East Coolgardie be
autborised to also inquire into the granting of
a business lease to Messrs. (lenienger and Co.
on tease 37E, Kalgoorlie.

He desired that this matter be referred
to the select committee which had
already been appointed, because the
granting of a business lease to Messrs.
Clomengor and Co. had caused a great
deal of difficulty and dissatisfaction in the
district of Hlannans. Therefore it was
desirable for the select committee to
inquire into the matter, and suggest some
mnanner of dealing with these lands in a
more satisfactory manner in time to
come- It appeared that the land granted
to Messrs. Clemenger & Co. comprised
two and three-quarter acres. It was at
mining lease, and some time ago applica-
tion for forfeiture was made. That was
approved of by the Minister for Mines in
Executive Council on the 25th Novem-
ber, and gazetted on the 296h. On the
next day Messrs. Field and Randell,
representing Clemenger & Co., applied
for a grant whereon to erect a. foundry,
and in the letter of application they said
their client had successfully applied for
the forfeiture of the lease. The appli-
cant for the forfeiture of the lease was
J. Duggan. It appeared that J. Duggan
was only acling as agent for Cht'nenger
& Co. After a lease was forfeited, 14
days were allowed to the applicant who
had been successful in obtaining the for-
feiture to re-peg the lease as a gold-
mining area. Within the 14 days
Duggan re-pegged. the lease, therefore
when the. Lands Department agreed to
lease to Cleinenger &Co. it was subject
to the application for a gold-miining lease
then pending, and hie dlid not think the
warden had yet dealt with that applica-
tion. The Lands Departmient should not
have dealt with the lease While Subject to
ain application for a gold-ininiug lease.
ft had been stated that the land was.
never formally banded over by the Mines
Department to the Lands Department.
More care should be tak-en in granting
auriferous areas for business or resi-
rleutial purposes. He had received a.
letter from a resident of the locality

that there was a payable lode running
through the ground. Now that the trains
were being constructed between Kalgoorli e
and Boulder a good deal of land would
be available for business and residential
sites. More care should be taken in
preventing the land-grabbing speculator.
Those sites would be very valuable, and
Labour members maintained that the
Government should let them on lease
instead of parting with the fee simple.
The manner in which this transaction
had been carried out was farther evidence
of the fact that mining boards should ix,
established to advise the MXinister on
such questions. Since this occurrence it
appeared tha Messrs. W. J. George and
Co. had applied for the remainder of this
lease, presumably far another foundry.
He (Mr. Reside) protested against any
farther grant for a foundry while people
already resident on the land were Willing
to buy or to rent it, while the *y would be
evicted if such grant were muade. They
had a prior right to the ground, [MR.
GuoaoE: Hear, hear.] The discus-
sion should result in a better state of
things.

Mn. W. D. JOHN SON (Kalgo)orlie)
seconded the motion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. (leo. Leake):
The Government had no objection to the
matter being considered by the select
committee now sitting.

MR. W. J. GEORGE (Murray) cor-
roborated the statement of the mover,
that the firm of W. J. George and Co.
had applied for the balance of the blocki.
The principle oin which the Messrs.
Clemnenger ha~d this ground granted them
was wrong, and the grant showed that
the Minister who hadc made it was not fit
to administer a huge department like the
Lands, seeing that hie had granted 2-- L
acres of land for £30 a year on a 1 0-years'
lease.

Ma. HOPKINS:z Which Minister ?
MR. GEORGE : The Murchison (Mr.

Nauson) ; aind that es-Minister was not
fit to fill the position. TJhe way in which
lie dealt with the matter proved his unfit-
ness. The memiber for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkins) might k-now the value of the
land.

Mn. HOPKINS: Yes; £2.50 an acre.
Mat. GEORGE. Some block-s on the

opposite side of the road were, according
to a plan sent to him the other (lay,

Leases Inquiry: [29 JANUARY, 1902.]
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m~arked at a higher figure than that given
by Mr. Hopkins. He (Mr. George) did
not care whether his firm were successful
in their application. He had made the
application to let the country see, if pos-
sible, that the Land Regulations which
allowed such leasing of land should be
revoked. If, however, his firmn received
the laud, it would be used for the pur-
pose of a foundry; and the firm had
received a letter from the present Minister
for Lands (Hon. A. Jameson) Stating
that the Msinister was prepared to con,-
Sider any application on the same terms
as were granted to Messrs. Clemenger,
and would not show any favour. If the
mover of the motion would look at the
letter lie (Mr. George) had sent the
Minister, he would find lie stated the
application was made on the same condi-
tions as those under which any person in
the State could apply. Because he was
a member of Parliament., he was surely
not deprived of his civil rights. Under 1
the Laud Act, anyone could so apply;
but, that did not make the land regu-
lations right. Any idea that be was
trying to push his private interests
by virtue of his being a member of
Parliament was erroneous. He had
taken what lie was informed by the
department was a course of action
open to any man in Western Australia.
There had been, he believed, a strained
interpretation put on Section 142 or 152
of the Land Act. The section had evi-
dently been inserted to deal with frontages
whioch might be used for wharves, boat-
sheds, storehouses, and similar structuresI
on foreshores. And for the purposes of
the application of the Messrs. Olewengeri
-and what was hidden behind the
application dlid not appear-the section
had, he believed, been twisted, and the
select comimittee might find out why.
It was an abomnijuable shame, and it con-
victed the gentleman who Signed the
transfer of being absolutely unfitted for
any position in which tact and business
capacity were required. The mover spoke
of the surrender of this lease as being
what might be termed "worked"; that
the forfeiture had been applied for, and
immediately afterwards ain application
put in to get the freehold, which) should
not have been given away.

TUE MINISTER FOR MINES: In this
case, leasehold.

MR. GEORGE : Practically freehold,
because the lease was for ten years, and
the correspondence distinctl - disclosed
that the Messrs. Clemenger might, if
they chose, get it put up for sale at an
upset pr-ice on expiry of the lease. If so,
the improvements also must be sold, and
who would then he the purchaserV WI1 ' Y,
the occupant, of course. Was that not
giving the lessee practically the freehold
of the land ? And if the land were worth
only .2250 an acre-and it was prob~ably
worth more-in the near future it wvould
be worth sone X2,000. Again, before long
there might he another change of Gov-
ermnent, and other inexperienced men
might occupy the Ministerial bench.

MR. TAYLOR: That was cruel.
MR. GEORGE: The minute of Mr.

Johustoat, the Surveyor-General, dis-
tinctly Stated that is his opinion, tis
land, though it might be suitable for the
purpose of a foundry, should be put up
for public competition, because there
might be other persons desirous of taking
it. Yet the under-secrelary of the Mines
Department (Mr. Olifton and the then
Minister, had entirely ignored that sug-
gestion, though Mr. Johnston probably
knew more of the subject than the two of
them together.

Ma. JAcOFy: What about the Kal-
goorlie Roads Hoard ?

MR. GEORGE: The correspondence
with the roads board showed that a tele-
grain had been sent them, asking what
they thought was the annual value of
this 2J acres. The answer of the roads
board was, not a statement of the value
of this 2f acres, but what they considered
would be the annual rental of two or
three quarter-acres. No notice had been
taken of that point. The then Minister
(Mir. Nauson) plumed himself on the fact
that hie had got R3O a year rent instead
of £tL5; but he could not have examined
that file as he should have done, or would
have done in his private business; else he
must have seen his mistake. The mnem-
ber for Boulder had given a sort of sup-
port to this transaction.

MR. HOPKINS: No support whatever.
Mu. GEORGE: But he certainly sent

a letter.
MR. HOPKINS: A letter of introduc-

tion, pure and simple, to the Minister.
MR. GEORGE: And expressing the

hope that the aentlenian whom hie
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introduced to the Minister would be
successful in attaining the object he had
in view. That was all.

MR. HOPKINS: No. That was not all.
Read the whole.

MR. GEORGE: The letter was not in
his possession.

MR. HOPKINS (in explanation) : When
the member for the Murchison (Mr.
Nanson) read the letter in question
it few nights ago, hie had found it
convenient to omlit a vital portion of it;
and now the member for the Mlurray
attempted to do the same. The letter
had contained these words: " I feel
assured that such confidence as 'you may.,
in your discretion, place in Mr. Olernenger
will be faithfutlly respected."

MR. NANSOri: That was not omitted.
MR. HOPKINS: That was the part the

bon. member had left out.
MR. NANSON:t No.
MRt. GEORGE : The lion. member

(Mr. Hopkins) had introduced Mr.
Oleinenger to the kindly notice of the
then Minister for Lands. More than
that he (Mr. George) hadi not intended
to say.

MR. HOPKINS: The hon. member
would have done the same.

MR. GEORGE: True. The letter
might as well have come from him. The
memnber for Haninans (Mr. Reside) bad
said that, before moving in this matter, he
had been informed that lie (Mr. George)
had something to do with the Messrs.
Clemenger. He had procured for the hon.
member, there and then, a copy of his
letter to the Lands Department, and
showed him that he protested against what
he considered was subsidising industries in
this way to compete with established
industries. In former speeches he might
have used the words that other foundries
on the fields had received gran ts of land
fromn the Government. That, lie had
been informed, wats not so; and lie wats
sor-ry if hie had made such statements.
The impression formerly on his mind
had been intensified by some re.marks of
Sir John Forrest, which had caused him
to believe in the statement. The late
Minister for Lands had no business to
deal as he did with this matter; nor
was there any apparent necessity for
the haste with which it was pushed
forward. There were statements made
about machinery and plant, and other

matters; but had that machinery and
plant even yet arrived at Kalgoorlie?
The hon. gentleman erred thirough inex-
perience. He gave a decision on a very
vital matter which he had no business to
do against the opinion of his responsible
officer, Mr. Johnston. He absolutely
followed, blindly as it were, the lead of
the Secretary for Lands, Mr. Clifton,
whereas the opinion of Mr. Johnston was
worth fifty times that of Mr. Clifton,
and about a million times that of the
Minister for Lands.

HON. F. H. FIESSE (Williams):
The motion really added to the inquiry
now being made by the select committee;
therefore it might go forward and be
approved by the House. There was a
great deal in what the member for the
Murray (Mr. George) said against the
granting of similar leases; but when be
said the late Minister for Lands strained
the section for the purpose of granting
this, perhaps the hon. membher had not
read both sections. The Minister had a,
perfect right to deal with this matter,
and the only question was whether lie
had exercised his judgment in a way the
country would approve, or in the best
interests of the country. Rights were
given to him under the section of the
consolidation Act of 1898, and under the
amending Act of 1900. By the present
law, the Minister had a perfect right to
grant a lease for industrial purposes.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: In this
case it was a gold-mining lease for-
feited-not to Mr. Olemenger.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: The member
for the Murray Said the section had been
strained; but the Act had not been
Strained. If there were any rights under
the mineral lands law which had been
disregarded, that wits another thing. In
regard to general principle, lie took it
that we were in keeping with the principle
wlii'h had been sot often art vocated in
this House, that Was the leasing of land.
If certain persons had been dislodged
from mineral leases for the purpose of
granting this lease, that wast another
question ; for there was no doubt they
had rights, and those rights should be
regarded. The point into which the
Rouse should inquire was as to whether
an injustice h)ad been done to the
occupant of the land. In regard to
this lease we got interest on the land
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at the value placed upon it. There
was a good deal to justify the Minister
in what he bad done. Doubtless other
points might be raised, but if appli-
cation wasniade for the purpose of erecting
or carrying out cbartuin worksl which might
be termed industrial, the Minister was
within his rights in dealing with the
matter.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H1. Gregory):- The other night when be
spoke, members hardly understood 11im
thoroughly. The late Minister, the meni-
her for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson),
gave the House to understand that accord-
ig to the records of the department

he (Mr. Gregory) had promised to sanc-
tion the granting of this lease. So far
from that being the case, the hon. -mem-
ber simply read an extract from a lawyer's
letter, but did not give the House to
understand till afterwards that it was a
lawyer's letter. When a ceirtain Person
applied for the forfeiture of the gold-
mining lease, there was no defence filed.
The lease was recommended for forfeiture
by the Warden; a communication was
made to him (Mr. Gregory), and be
approved the forfeiture. The name of
Mir. Olemenger did not appear on the
papers; so be failed to understand where
the preferential right of Mr. Olemenger
caine in. He had placed the files of the
department on the table so that members
mucvht see the last record of the Mines
Department was the forfeiture of the-
lease. No application was ever muade for
a special lease; and no application was
ever made to the Minister asking for sanc-
tion to cut it up for residential or any
other purpose. Application was made to
the Warden by the person who applied
for the forfeiture of this are% of gold-
mining lease, and of course the department
were quite justified in reserving certain
portions for residence or industrial pur-
poses. As far as lie could( find in thei
records of the department, the Minister
for Mines was never consulted, and no
action was taken either by himself or
his successor. He wished to say this
in justification of himself ; because
when the hon. member made those
remarks he misrepresented him, as be
usually did. If the hon. mnember had
told the House that what he read was
simply the contents of a. letter from a
legal firm in Kalgoorlie, lie (the Miuister)

would not have been dissatisfied. But
the hon. member did not do that, and it
was casting an unfair reflection on him-
self and the administration. He wished
thbe House to understand that he bhad
nothing to do with the transaction beyond
forfeiture of this lease, and. his 9uccessor
had placed no record there. Goldfields
land should iiot be taken from the Mines
Department without the sanction of the
department. The hon, member desired
to know if it would be possiIble to give
Mr. Olenienger a preferential right or
option to purchase this land. So the
remarks of the member for the Williamis
(Ron, F. H. Piesse), in trying to justify
what had been said as to tihe leasing, fefll
to the ground.

HON. F. H. ProsE:- The member for
the Murray said the Minister had no
right to grant the lease.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
letters had not been read by him, and lie
did not know whether that preferential
right of purchase hind been given.

MR. NAivsoN asked the Minister to
read the second portion of a letter by
him (Mr. Nanson).

I'nnz MINISTE R FOR MINE S qunoted
the following from a letter by Mr.
Nanson, Minister for Lands, to the
Under Secretary, dated 18th December,
1901.-

Please let mie know whether it would be in
accordance with the usual prac-tice in these
matters to give M~r. Clemeager the option,
during the currency of the l ease, of having the
land submitted for sale by public auction, so
that he may have an opportunity of securing
the freehold should he so desire.

He (Mr. Gregory) did not know whether
that had been done. He f ailed to unuder-
stand why any consideration should be

gvnto these people, because they were
no he personsj who applied for the for-

feiture of the lease.
Myt. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder) : This

trouble had apparently originated from a
bad Land Act, inasmnuch as the Act dis-
tincetly prodided that no Minister for
Crown Lands was able to sefl by private
contract any allotments oif hand. That,,
of course, was a very necessary pro-
vision, and he did not know why they did
not caLrryv it out to its full conclusion. If
it was wrong for the Minister to sell
land by private contract, it should also
be wrongr to lease land by private cow-

[ASSEMBLY.] Kalgoorlip-
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tract. However, the Minister, he under-

stood, had such power at the present
time. Doubtless, members would view
with consternation an announcement in
to-morrow's paper that reserves in Hay
Street had been let by private contract.
He presumed that this was not the first
piece of land which had been teased by pri-
vate contract ata price fixed by the Crown
and the party thatapplied. Before laudwas
disposed of by lease, tenders should be
invited, and it should be let to the highest
tenderer. Some lots bad been sold not
far from the Boulder road. Previously
land had been selling at from £160 to
to £300 per lot; but the last sold turned
in some £60 per lot, or £240 per acre.
He believed Mr. Clerneuger was supposed
to have 2-, acres, so that would run,
roughly speaking, to about £600, which
at 8 per cent. would be £48 or £50 per
annum. The lessees had it at £30, and
he did not feel disposed to question that.
He himself was a member of the com-
mittee to which this question was being
referred, and he was desirous that to-morrow afternoon the chairman would
move that he. be discharged from service
so that the committee might call him, if
they desired to have his evidence. Mr.
Clemenger asked him to introduce him to
the Minister, which he was Unable to do
at the time, but he gave him a letter of
introduction, which he would give to any
other member of the community whom
he knew, and who approached him;
as any other members would do for a
man they knew and respected, who
applied. He was particularly careful to
say be thought the trust would bW
respected, and it was for the Minister to
use his discretion. For these reasons he
was particularly anxious that he should
not be a member of the committee,
because be did not think it was right he
should be so, as these aspe'rsions had been
made. This matter exemplified a phase
of lands administration which had always
been in force on the goldfields, at least
for the Inst two or three years, and that
was that where persons were in occupa-
tion of Crown lands, they were ordered
to move to make room for someone else.
If it was good enough for this country to
pay £22 a head to introduce servant girls
from the old country, it was good enough
to leave men with wives and families who
were settled on quarters of acres of that

desert country, to remain on that laud,
and not to molest them or evict them for
the purpose of making the land available
for other people. If the present discus-
sion resulted merely in the abolition of
that extremely objectionable phase of our
lands administration, it would do some
good. Possibly the Land Act Amend-
ment Hill, which would reach us shortly
from another Chamber, would be of such
a nature as to prevent even a young and
inexperienced Minister of Lands from
repeating the mistake of leasing Crown
lands for business purposes in any other
way than that of public tender.

AIR. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie);
When this question was last before the
House he had spoken strongly, because
he had felt strongly the absolute unfair-
ness of evicting working miners who had
been settled on the ground in question with
their wives and famnilies for some years

past, in order to make room for Messrs.
Olemenger and Co.'s foundry. Those

miners should have been offered an oppor-
tunity of leasing the ground on which
their homes stood. A perusal of the
papers led him to regard the position as
a good deal worse than he had first con-
ceived it to be. A man named Dougan
had applied for the lease, and bad
obtained the forfeiture. Then Messrs.
Keenan and Randell had written to the
Lands Department requesting that a por-
tion of the ground might be leased to
Messrs. Olemenger and Co., sand enforc-
ing their request by the absolutely false
statement that their clients had already
obtained the forfeiture. Originally he
had been disposed to blame the Morgans
Ministry for this business; but he now
found that the whole of the blame
rested on the member for the Mur-
chison (Mr. Nanson), who was then
Minister for Lands. From another
aspect, still heavier blame, however,
attached to the Under Secretary for
Lands, who certainly knew, if the then
Minister did not know, that this prac-
tice of evicting miners had been greatly
reprehended. In speaking on this ques-
tion previously, he had referred to a
request made by another firm of engineers
that a piece of ground might be granted
to them. That request was absolutely
honest, and yet the lands Department
had not granted it, though, at the same
time, they had not absolutely refused it.
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While refusing, or refraining fromn grant-
ing, an honest application, the Lands
Department had granted one which was
absolutely corrupt. It made one feel that
there was something behind these trans-
actions. Certainly the member for the
district should have been approached
before the application was granted. It
was very hard that a goldfields repre-
sentative should not knew of a transaction
of this kind until the lease had been
completed. The motion would have his
sutp port.

Ma. J. L~. NANSON (Murchisoi4:
Being to a. certain extent concerned in this
question, he desired to say a few words
additional to what be had said when the
matter came up before. In the fir-st
place, he desired to express his regret to
the Minister for Mines for the fact that
in making an explanation he had cauLsed
a letter, from which he read an extract,
to be taken by the Minister, and possibly
by other members, as a statement of
something appearing officially on the
files of the department. What he inten-
ded to convey was, undoubtedly, thlu the
information appeared on the files; but,
in reading the letter he had not meant to
put it forward as anything but a,
statement that could be contradicted.
Certainly, he bad never imputed anything
wrong to the Minister for Mines; and
therefore lie had heard the bion, gentle-
man's contradiction with a certain degree
of pleasure. The member for the
Murray (Mr. George) had dealt with the
matter at some length and with more beat.
It was to be doubted whether the bion.
member, if he did not happen to
be interested in a foundry, would concern
himself so much with this question. [MR.
GEORGE: Certainly.] Presumably the
hon. member was to be given credit for
absolute disinterestedness, and was not to
be regarded as experiencing a feeling of
disappointment because another ir was.-
now competing with his on the gold-
fields. The hon. member must be
regarded as looking solely to the public
good. The business nature of this trans.
action had been much commented on.
This area of nine acres, of which two and
three-quarter acr-es was transferred by
the Mines Department to the control of
the Lands Department, was bringing i .n
£9 a year when held under mining lease.
Certain members on the Labour benches

expressed themselves as aggrieved because
the area was not made available for
residential purposes. There might be
something in that feeling; hut the Min-
ister was bound to act according to his
judgment: otherwise, he was not fit for
his responsible office. Looking at the
matter from a purely business aspect,
however-, it was to be noted that if the
area hat] been leased in residential blocks
it would have returned the Crown £2
per acre. If cut up into eighths of an
acre, as certain blocks at Boulder were,
it would have ]-eturned £;4 pe- acre.

MRt. HOPKINS: There were very few
blocks of an eighth of an acre at Boulder.

MR. JOHNSON: The question was not
altogether one of finance.

MRn. NANSON: True; but be bad
been attacked for making a bad business
deal. When Messrs. Olemenger and Com-
pany's application came before him, he
thought that under the circumstances
£15 per acre was a fair rent. Never-
theless he had caused the block to be
valued by the department. The valuation
did not appear on the files because,
unfortunately, it was given by word of
mouth. However, the valuation made by
the department on the basis of recent sales
was £200 per acre. Considering that the
area, leased to Messrs. Clemengflr and Co.
am ounted to only 2,A acres, th6 rental of
£216 per annum was a fair one from a
business point of view. Certainly the
return was much greater than could be
obtained from the land if held under
mining lease, or if cut up into residential
blocks. There was, however-, the farther
tonsideration that the leasing of this area
to Messrs. Olenmeuger and Co. meant the
establishment of a new industry and the
employment of additional labour in Kal-
goorlie; and that a foundry on the spot
would] be of great convenience to the
mines. Therefore he failed to see how
the transaction, regarded in the clear light
of business considerations, could be
stigruatised as a bad deal. He welcomed
the reference of the matter to a select
committee, because, all through, his one
desire had been that the fullest light
should be thrown on the transaction. So
far as he was personally concerned, he
had nothing to fear; and he believed the
same remark applied to the officers of the
Lands Department. One point to which
the select committee might devote par-
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tienlar attention was the question, under
whose control the land was ? When deal-
ing with the matter, he had clearly
understood that portion of the area. had
been handed over b y the Mines Depart-
mient to the Lands Department. It camie
as a great surprise to him to bear from
the Minister for Mines that there was
difference of opinion on the point.

THE MINISTER FRo Mius : No
record of the transfer appeared on the
files.

MR. NANSON: There was a file in
the Mines Department which he believed
he had not yet seen. Undoubtedly such
a isunderstanding between two depart-
tueats pointed to a weakness in adminis-
tration; lbut it was altogether unfair to
hold the Minister in ome department or the.
other responsible for the misunderstand-
ing. If informied 1)y the permanent officers
that the department hail a right to deal
with the land, it having been banded
over &by another department, the Minister
was justified in assuming the information
to be correct. The progress of business
would be very slow indeed if a Minister
had to satisfy himself personaly as to
the correctness of every statement mnade
to hini by his responsible officers. The
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson)
had maintained the view that the local
member should be consulted in trams-
actions of this nature; but the contention
only showed that the hou. memiber could
have no idea of the enormious number of
such applications which came before the
Lands Department. The number was, so
great as to render the bon. member's
suggestion utterly impracticable. On the
advice of the permanent officials, this
matter might have been regarded as
an ordinary routine transaction ; but hie
had thought it just as well to make
assurance doubly sure, knowing that in
all matters affecting the goldflelds there
was a tendency on the part of some
members to impute improper and even
corrupt motives. Accordingl 'y he had
consulted the local governing body within
whose jurisdiction the land happened to
be. Tt had been said that he should have
consulted the Government land agent.'Possibly he ought to have dlone so. But,
assuming that he had consulted the local
land agent, and not the Kalgoorlie Roads
Board, and supposing farther that the
local land agent had expressed himself

as seeing no reason why the land should
not be granted to Messrs. Clemenger and
Co., it was easy to imagine the degree
of indignation which would have been
expressed by some hon. members on the
ground that the Minister bad consulted
a subordinate official instead of the local
authority.

MR. HiopKiNS: The Minister had never
been requested by him to consult the
Kalgoorlie Roads Board.

MR. NANSON: He still believed,
despite what members on the opposite
side had said in regard to his action in
not consulting the meem ber, that he took
the proper and right course in consulting
the local elective body, the Kalgoorlie
Roads Board. He had been told since
that the Kalgoorlie Roads Board was not
a representative body ; but if the people
in Kalgoorlie did not take sufficient
interest in their local bodies, and elected
gentlemen in whom they had no confi-
dence, it was laying rather a burden on
the Government departments in saying
they were to blame, because the people in
Kalgoorlie happened to be represented by
an unrepresentative body, if he could use
so apparent a, paradox. A great deal had
been made of the question of the persons
who were living on the land. He was
given to understand there were two
families on the land, and from inquiries
which he had mande, since the matter was
brought up, Messrs. Olemeuger and Co.
had bought what edifices or shanties were
on the land. What he would like to lay
stress on was that the persons living on
the laud, and who had been living there
for a considerable time paying no rent, as
far as the department were concerned,
had no legal status. But he did not wish
to press that argument very much.
When one considered the facilities given
to taking up residential blocks on the
goldfields on cheap terms, he could not
altogether see that there was such tre-
mendous hardship in giving two and
a-half acres to Messrs. Olemenger and
Co., especially as there was a quantity of
laud immediately alongside the land
granted which could still be used for
occupation purposes without paying rent
at all. He stated previously that this
application had not been granted with
any idea of giving a bonus to MUessrs.
Cleinenger and Co., and liestill adhered to
that statement. It was carried out in the
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ordinary routine of administration, and
especial care was taken in order to see
that the application wats a boutsfide one
as far as Messrs. Clemenger and Co. were
concerned, and to see that there was no
objection to it. At the same time, seeing
that the Minister for Lands was given
power under the Act to grant leases for
business purposes, and as this was a
bona fide transaction, and one which
would employ more labour and estab-
lish an important industry in Kialgoorlie,
he did not feel justified in refusing
Ministerial sanction. He must confess
it was his intention, had the Government
remained in office, to have explained all
the circumstances to his colleagues, and
it would have been for a majority of the
members of the Cabinet to have decided
whether the application was a proper one.
He still admitted there was room for two
opinions on the matter, and possibly a
majority of the Cabinet might have been
against him. What he had not vet been
able to ascertain was whether the new
Government passed the transaction as a
matter of course without giving attention
to the question. If that was so, it was
an unfortunate circumstance, because he
would always regard them as joined with
him in the responsibility over this
matter. When one had to deal with
Ministers who had such regard as the
present Ministers had for the M~organs
Ministry, it was for the Government to
scrutinise this matter. -Perhaps the
Government did, and perhaps that
accounted for the fact of the Premier
approving of the matter. Certainly be
found that the Minister for Lands, in a
subsequent minute to Messrs. George &
Company's application, informed Messrs.
George & Co. that an application made
under similar circumstances would be
granted.

THE MINISTER rog ilis: Be con-
sidered.

MR. NANSON: Perhaps it would
be well to read the minute for the
benefit of the House: his impression was
that the Glovernment gave at very con-
siderable amount of approval to the
application of George & Oo. He had
read the minute by the present Minister
for Lands, and he was under the impres-
sion a letter was written to George & Co.,
to the effect that if the 'y put in an
application it would be considered in

yeny much the same way as Olemenger &
1Co.'s application was. He was entitled
to assume that, if no fuss had been made
% bout this question at all, and if there
bad not been charges of corruption aind
lack of business caipabilities, the present
Minister for Lands would have been only
too glad to have granted an application
of this kind. If a foundry were started,
then he would consider thiat, at least, he
had done something towards creating a
valuable industry on the goldfields. lie
had always felt that instead of our
machinery being made in the Eastern
States it should be made here, and no
one would rejoice more than he, not only
if Messrs. Clentenger &Co., but if Messrs.
George & CJo. would go on to the gold-
fields and create an industry. And he
would not regret if, for a tune, in conse-
quence, the House was deprived of the
valuable services of the member for the
Murray. The member for the Murray
had made use of the remark that his
hands were clean, and this transaction
was dirty. One would like to know,
although he did not feel aggrieved, if that
remark of the hon. member-of course
one knew what to expect from him at
times-was in order.

THE SPEAKER: Attention ought to
have been called to the remark at the
time. I

MR. NANSON; It was made only
a moment ago.

THs SPEARKER: The remark did not
reach him.

MR. W. 3. GEORGE: If he had done
wrong in using an expression, according
to Parliamentary usage lie would with-
draw it. But his hands were clean,
and, in his opinion, the transaction was
dirty.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member was
wrong in imputing motives to another
member.

MRs. J. RESIDE (in reply): In look-
ing over the file, it appeared the letter
which Messrs. George and Co. wrote was a
sort of protest against Messrs. Clemenger
anid Co. getting the lad, and stating if the
land was granted, Messrs. George and Co.
would apply later on. And he believed
this had been done according to the
latest ifie which he had seen. It was
claimed that Messrs. Olemenger and Co.
had successfully obtained the forfeiture
of the lease; but that did not appear to
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be so, because J. Duggan was the first
who appeared in the matter, and after-
wards pegged out the lease. A nujuber
of business areas which had been granted
on the goldfields had afterwards been
oIbtained in fee simple, and no doubt that
was what was intended by Messrs.
Clemenger and Co.. for the corresponi-
deuce on the file showed that the Under
Secretary was asked if in cases (if this
kind it was usual to allow the land to be
put up to auction, and the Under Secre-
tary for Lands said that it had been the
practice in the past. Therefore there
was no doubt Messrs. Cleinenger and Co.
wished to get the fee simple of the land,
which he hoped they would not get.
Auriferous ground should not be let
without the consent of the Minister for
Mines. With reference to the contention
of the member for Murchison that. he
thought this was a good business deal,
inasmuch as the ground, if let for
residence areas would return a lower
rental than that obtained by letting it as

absnsarea, that looked good on the
face of it, but there. was other land avail-
able on which nobody lived, equally as
good for foundry puirposes as this land.
from which people had to be ejected.
When people were willing to pay rent
they should be allowed to remin, and
not be turned off for Messrs. Olemenger
and Co. A condition should liave been
placed in the lease in reference to people
being removed from the land to suit
Messrs. Cletnenger and Co. He thought
the warden or the local land agent would
be the proper persons to refer to in a
matter of this kind. But a local mining
hoard would have been miuch better, and
he hoped the Minister for Mines would
take -action shortly to establish mining
boards. In reference to Clause 152, under
which the grant was made, an amend-
ment of the Lands Act was before the
Upper House, and would shortly come
before the Assembly. According to that
Bill, Clause 152 had been recast, and be
hoped members would take some interest
in the matter, and see that when the Bill
came before the House that it was
amended in a satisfactoryv way. He hoped
this discussion would do good, and seeing
that this transaction was similar to the
conditional surrender of lenses, it was
only right that it should be referred to
the select committee recently appointed.

Mn. W. H. JAMES: Without entering
into adiscussion of the case be desired t
express the opinion that it was very easy
to be wise after the event. During the
course of the discussion certain statements
had been made, and it was desirable that
he should express his emphatic opinion
that whatever this transaction might
have been from a business point of view,
there was no foundation for suggesting
that there was corruption on the part of
the member for the Murchison.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, RETICULATION.

MR. J. Mi. HOPKINS (Boulder)
moved:

That in view of the Government anticipat-
9u the completion of the Water Scheme to

Coolgardie by December next, it is imperative
that the methods and policy of carrying the
Scheme on to and reticulating the more
easterly centres of Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and
other places should receive the attention of
parliament during the present session.
The need for- taking some prompt action
in this matter had been exemplified dur-
ing the last few weeks by the fact that
Messrs. Couston, Fiulayson, & Porrift. had
intimated that they could finish the
scheme by the end of August, and if the
scheme could be finished by the end of
August it was imperative that the work
should be done The alarming cost of
this water scheme, even in the past, was
astonishing. In 1899 the cost in interest

I was £830,000; for the year 1900-1901,
the cost of interest was X100,000; and
for the year 1902 the House was asked
to provide, in interest and sinking
fund, £175,000. If the water could

i be delivered to Kalgoorlie by the end of
August it was irmperative that the first
essential was the provision of a market
for the water. It was not likely, if the
Government wished a sale for the water,
that people would take it away in water
carts. It was absolutely necessary that
reticulation should be provided at once.
Had any person ever heard of a water
scheme winding lip without a reticulation
to the people who were expected to use
the water? What would have been said
of the Metropolitan Waterworkcs Board
if, when the pipes reached the north side
of the Swan River, they cut them off and
expected people to take the water away
in water carts ? The reticulation should



26310 Ooalqardie Water i [ASSEMBL[Y.] Reticulation.

be'completed, so that when the water
reached Kalgoorlie it could be distributed
to the centres of consumption. The next
matter one had to consider was where the
Government were going to ]eave off and
Ihe local people begin. The Govern-
ment, he took it, would complete the
reticulation in connection with the
present scheme. He (Mr. Hopkins) was
under considerable doubt as to what was
the meaning of a portion of the Coolgardie
Goldfields Water Supply Loan Act of
1896. Hle hoped the Minister would
look into the matter, and be able to
answer two or three queries which he was
going to put. He wanted to know: (i) If
the full amount of two and a half millions
authorised by Section 2 of the Coolgardie
Goldfields Water Supply Loan Act of
1896 had been raised; and (2) If it bad
been raised, would it cover the cost of the
construction of the main scheme to Kal-
goorlie, without amy reticulation at all?
(3.) What balance, if any, was available
to carry out the reticulation ? (4.)
Was it intended that Item 6 of the
second schedule to the Coolgardie Gold-
fields Water Supply Loan Act 1896
should include reticulation? Item 6:
" Distributing mains, including trench-
ing, laying, jointing, etc., averaging say
12 inches, X161,000." Nobody seemed
to be clear on that point. Farther, he
would ask if any estimate had been made
of the probable cost of carrying on the
reticulation of (Joolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
Boulder, or other centres to which it was
intended to extend the operation of the
scheme. If the Government answered
these questions, they must say whether
they purposed distributing this water by
means of what might be termed a water
department, or whether, when the reticu-
lation was completed, they would form a
board in which powers would be vested
sinilar to those of the Metropolitan
Waterworks Board under 60 Vict., No.
19, which conferred power to strike a rate
and to borrow money f romn the Savings
Bank. The same Act incorporated an
Act conferring certain powers on mumi-
cipalities for carrying on waterworks. If
this work were left to a local board which
might be formed to carry out the reticu-
lation, some time must elapse before the
board could be constituted by Act of
Parliament; then the necessary appoint-
ments must be mnade, and if it were left

to the board to appoint the engineers and
carry out the reticulation, such reticula-
tion would not be finished inside of two
years. If, however, the Government did
the reticulation, the Government engineers
could at once proceed to the fields; and if
the original scheme could be finished in
August, seven months from nowv, it was
almost a shanie that the engineers had
not been sent to the fields 12 months
ago, and the plans and contracts for the
reticulation already prepared. It was
imperative that one or more engineers
should at once be despatched to prepare
these for the pipe contracts, and that
tenders should be invited for the pipes,
but not accepted until a time subsequent
to the test which the department had
promised to make at the end of March
next. The people of the eastern gold-
fields were beginning to view this matter
almost with alarm. It was said large
sums of money had been expended on the
water scheme, and that it would be
finished within seven months. Then the
question arose: Where is the reticula-
tion? As a result, there bad been con-
vened a conference of public bodies which
had met last nighit at Boulder, and
represented the Boulder Council, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Workers'
Association, the Mine Managers' Associa-
tion, the Trades and Labour Council, and
other bodies of which he had not the
names. A mongst their recommendations
were that the Government should be
asked to send at oncema engineer to
frame a reticulation scheme for the fields.
This was absolutely necessary in order to
secure a return so soon ais the water
reached the goldflelds. The conference
desired that Parliament should, if neces-
sary. be asked to vote the money during
the present session. The House should
know what funds were available; and if
the questions he had asked were answered,
the exact position of the Government
would be clear regarding reticulation. If
there were any' surplus funds at the dis-
posal of the Government, then, in the
event of their carrying out the regulation,
those funds, though not handed to the
water works board, if one were formed,
should be ear-markerl and made a portion
of the capital cost of the scheme, so that
any future reticulation by a board would
devolve on such local board, wh ich would
be able to proceed with any farther
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reticulation;- and so long as the mone~y
was ear- marked in the first instance and
charged against the capital cost, the
Government would be amply protected.
Presumably, the local board would biy
the water by measure as it reached the
fields. This matter appealed to every
resident of the State; and now that time
completion of the scheme was near at
hand, the Government should seriously
take stops to see that it was completed
expeditiously.

MnE. JACOBY (Swan) seconded the
motion.

On motion by Mr. TAYLoR, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-RAILWAY WORKSHOPS
INQUIRY.

TO ADOPT REPORT.
Order read, for consideration of notice

of motion by Mr. F. Reid:
'That the report of the beet commnittee

appointed to inquire into the equipment of
the proposed Railway Workshops at Midland
inetiou be now taken into consideration.

TnnE SPEAKER: I would draw the
attention of the House to the wording of
notices, that the reports of select comu-
mittees he taken into coinsideration. That
form of notice is inasufficient. Whoever
puts such a, notice on the paper should
conclude it with words to the effect that
he intends to move at motion. The fact
of bringing the report of a select com-
mnittee under consideration does not
enable me to put a question to the
House; and without my being able to
put a question, no discussion can take
place. Therefore such notices should
always conclude wilth a statement that a
motion will be made.

MR. F. REID (Mt. Barges) : Owing
to a slight misapprehension when T
tabled this motion yesterday. it was
wrongly worded; and I now ask to be
allowed to amend the motion, to read : -

That the report of the select committee
appointed to inquire into thec equipment of
the proposed Railway Workshops at Midland
Junction be now adopted.
Having heard the evidence before this
committee of some of the principal
officers of the Works Department, I am
convinced it is very important the erec-
tion of these workshops. should iie
dintely be commrenced . We have a large
number of locomotives and a large quan-

tity of rolling-stock not fit to be used
owing to the fact that there is not
sufficient accommodation for their repair,

THE SPEAnir. I did not mnean to
stop the hon. member to-night, but
merely to askc members that in future
these motions be put on the Notice Paper
in the manner indicated.

Ma. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): I
have to thank the bon. member (Mr.
Reid) for having given notice of this
motion on my behalf, I having been
chairman of this committee. Hon. mem-
bers who have bad time to go through
the evidence will find that the committee
very carefully inquired into the matter,
and T believe the members are absolutely
unanimous in the recommendations we
have made. From the evidence given by
Mr. Rotherham, Mr. Roars, and other
officers, it is certain that unless some-
thing be quickly dome to relieve the
present congestion at Freman tie, we shall
have serious trouble with our rolling-
stock. The object the committee had
particularly in view whe-n framing this
report was that some work should at
once be commenced, so that the work-
shops should as soon as possible be
available. If our scheme be adopted,
some portions, particularly the wagon-
repairing and wagon-constructing shops,
can he completed at a fairly early date,
thus relieving the block at Fremantle.
If this be done, the Fremantle shops will
be in a better position to repair locomo-
tives and other machinery. I do not
think it necessary to detain the Rouse
longer. I commend the report to bon.
inembers' favourable. consideration.

Motion put and passed, and the report
adopted.

BRANDS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

MRt. W. H. JAMES (in charge of the
Bill) moved that the amendments i-scorn-
mended by the select committee be agreed
to pro formd (for em bodi ment in print).

Put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments, and the

report adopted.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BELL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMXENTS.

Amendments made by the Legislative
Council were now considered, ini Com-
mittee.

Railway Work8hop& [29 JANUARY, 1902.]
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Mn. W. H. JAMES (in charge of the
Bill):- This Bill was introduced in the
early part of the session and referred to
a select committee, and the Bill was sent
to the Legislative Council as approved by
this I [ouse. Alterations had now been
made which, so far as they affected
Clauses 5 and 6, were important, Clause
5 provided that if a person sought to be
appointed a notary he. must be a practi-
tioner of the court of at least seven.
years' standing. It was proposed to
strike that out and make the term two
sears. Clause 6 provided that if any
person applied for appointment as
notary public, he must satisfy a Judge
that there was need for such appointment
in the place where he sought to be
appointed. The object of that was to
prevent too great a, numbher of notaries
public being appointed. Elsewhere very
few notaries were appointed, and h~e
thought that in proportion to population
there were ten times as many in West
Australia as in other countries. Before
such appointments ceased altogether it
was the practice to appoint members of
the legal profession notaries public imme-
diately on their admission as barristers.
This Bill, before being introduced, was
submitted to the Chief Justice, who
approved of its terms, and as there was
no pressing hurry for it, and these
material alterations had been made, he
proposed to ask the House to agree to a
motion to let the Bill stand fill next
segsion, and it could be submitted to the
Chief Justice to see what his views were
on the amendments now suggested. Ile
moved that the Chairman do leave the
Chair.

Motion put and passed, and the Chair-
man left the Chair. Bill thus arrested.

BUSH FIRES BILL,
-IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Date of commencement:
MR. W. H. JAMES (in charge of the

Bill) moved that "March, 1902," be sub-
mitted for "November, 1901."

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 5, inclusive -agreed to.
Clause 6-Penalty for ligbting fires

during prohibited times:
Hon. F. H. PIE SSE: Whether this

was the right place to have a new clause

inserted, he did not know; but there was
a great hard ship upon people in the
country districts in regard to clearing
under the present regulations. Under
the present law fires could not be made
from the beginning of Decembher to the
end of February. That was generally
the prohibited period, and all work in
connection with clearing was stopped. A
great deal of work could be accomplished
if some means could be found whereby
clearing could be carried on under certain
restrictions, such as clearing a space and
Ploughing it up round the part of the
land to be cleared. The time, moreover,
was the best period of the year for
burning. When the Bush Fires Act was
introduced some years ago, he drew atten-
tion to this matter, and said it would be
a, hardship on the people engaged in
clearing.

Sin JAMES G. LEE STEERE: Why
were the most danigerous months of the
whole year omitted P November, Decem-
ber, January, and February were left out
of the clause, and persons were only
required to give not-ice -when they were
going to burn in October, March, and
April.

HON. F. HI. PIESSE: One could not
burn in other mouths, because they were
prohibited.

MR. JAMES: They might or might
not be prohibited months.

MR. HOPKINS: It rested with the
Governor.

Six JAMES G. LEE STEE RE: But
why -was notice required to be given in
these three months, and not in other
mouths ?

MR. JAMES: These were the mouths
chosen by the Lands Department, which
had charge of the Bill.

HoN. F. H. PIE SSE: Provision might
be made tint in the months of Noveiher,
December, January, and February-, notice
should be given, if such months were not
prohibited.

Sin. JAMES G. TLEE STEE RE: What
clause of the Bill provided that bush
should niot be burnt at all in other
months than the three mentioned?

Mr. JAMES:- Clause 7 provided that
if bush were burnt at any time during
those months, notice must be given and
the applicant Must have three men in
attendance.

[ASSEMBLY.] ia Cominittee.
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Bra JAMES G,. LEE STEERE: Why
was that not required with regard to the
other monthsP

MR. JAMES: In the other months,
assuming they were prohibited, one could
not have a fire at all.

Sia JAMES G1. LEE STEERE said lie
could not understand whyv those three
months were mentioned.

MR, JAMES: The three months were
specifically advised by the Lands Depart-
ment. The clause as it stood was fully
discussed in the Legislative Council, and
was passed.

THaE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Ron. F. Ilingwortbi): Clause 5 made
provision that the Governor-in-Council
might declare prohibited months, and it
was understood the department expected
that the months to be prohibited would
be December, January, and February.

Mu. JAMES : Although it was not
desirable to prohibit burning during
October, March, or April, it was thought
that precautions should then be taken
which, in other months, were not neces-
sary,

DRt. O'CONNOR:; Could flres be lighted
in February at all? The Bill would lead
one to think that they could not he
lighted.

Mu. JAMES:- This clause would not
prevent the lighting of fires in other
months, whilst durinig October, March,
and April one could light subject to the
conditions stated. Whether or not fires
could be lit during other months would
depend on whether or not those ninnthis
were gazetted as prohibited times by the
Governor in Council.

Mr. J. L. NANSON: Suppose the
Governor in Council allowed burning in
a cooler district, during November, then
under Clause 7 it would not be necessary
to give notice at all, whilst a notice was
surely more necessary in November than
in October, March, or April.

ME. JAmEs: The dangerous times were
usually taken to be November, December,
January, and February.

MR. NANSON linut in districts with
a, colder climiate it might be advisable to
extend the period during which fires
might be lit.

Ma., JAMES: Those four months were
usually prohibited months. It was coin-
sidered that though October, March, and
April should not be included in the pro-

hibited period, it was nevertheless desirable
that certain precautions should be taken.
The intervening months of November,
December.. January, and February, it was
to be assumed, would be declared pro-
hibited times. One could not light fires
in October except subjiect to certain con-
ditions; but the lighting of a fire in
November, December, January, or Feb-
ruary would subject one to a penalty.

MR,. NANSON: In the event of a
particularly late summer, in the South-
Western districts, for instance, it might
be considered advisable to extend the
time for burning to November. In such
a case there was no power to compel
persons lighting fires during November
to give notice.

MR. JAMES:- Clause 5 dealt with that.
Mr.. NANSON : But if the time for

burning were extended so as to include
November, there was no obligation on
persons burning off in November to give
notice

Tiax MINISTER FOR MINES: There was
power under the Bill to make regula-
tions.

MR. NANSON: No harm would bie
done if November, December, January,
and. February were included in Clause 7,
unless this would make the clause con-
tradictory to Clause 5.

Ma. Mf. H. JACOBY: The clause
oughit to state specifically that notice
mu-tst ho given during the whole of the
sitmmner. Then the Governor in Council
should have power totally to prohibit
burning during certain months. If a
proclamation wvere issued permitting
burning during, November, then, under
the clause as it stood, fires could be lit
during that month without any notice
being given. As the measure would
affect a large number of farmers, it ought
to be made perfectly clear.

Mn. HOPKINS: It appeared that the
framner of the Bill and nll members nlow
discussing it regarded the iatter solely
from the standpoint of the person whose
land was cleared ; hut it ought1 also to be
looked at from the standploint of the
person who had land to clear. There
ought to be power to exempt such dis-
tricts as the Northampton, for instance,
where large areas had recenatly been.
thrown open for selection. New settlers
shiould have the privilege of burning
during the summer months.

Bu8h Mres Bill. [29 JANUARY.. 1902.]
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MR. JACOBY: There was within his
knowledge a, case where some men,
waiting to burn off a few acres during
the summer, succeeded in burning off
Inlf a district. He commiended that case
to thie notice of the member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins). No matter how unplea-
sant these restrictions were to people
with laud to clear-in his own case they
had proved most irkisome-still, the
interests of the men whose land was
cleared must be considered. It should
not be difficult to burn in the North-
ampton district during March or April.
He understood the rains started there in
April or May.

HoN. F. H1. PIESSE: No; the rainy
season in the Northampton district was
earlier than in the districts around Perth.

Kit. JAC OBY: The question should
be threshed out from the point of view of
both the old settler and the new settler.

TH-E PREMIER: The real question
was whether there should he absolute or
limited prohibition dluring the months
of November, December, January, and
February.

HON. F, H, PIESss: The prohibition
should be limited according to the
character of the climate. In certain
districts it would be quite safe to burn
during the months mentioned.

THEF PREMIER:- Quite so. Subject
to time limitation indicated, there should
be absolute prohibition against the light-
ing of fires daring those months. Tme
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) went
a little too far in saying that with the
desire to clear land people set fire to the
bush. Thle chances were that a, bush fire
mtight clear too much ; for it could not be
stopped by Act of Parliament. Settlers
in certain districts must be protected f rom
hush fires,, if possible, The restrictions
p)roposed would not bear too heavily on
new settlers. Very few people deliberately
set fire to their runs now-a-days.

Mit. NANSON: If the list of months,
in Clause 7 read November, December,
January, February, March, and April,
would the clause hbe contradictory to
Clause 5?P If not, he intended to move
that the clause read as he had suggested.

MR. JAMES: The point mentioned
by the hon. member (Mr. Nanson) should
he dealt with. The clause might be so
framed as to prolibhit the lighting of
fires within those months; but still, even

outside the prohibited times, so far as
various parts of the State were con-
cerned certain precautions should be
taken in lightingu fires. He moved that
after " bush," in line 1, "during any
prohibited time nor at any time" be
inserted.

MR. T. F. QUINLAN: The clause
should be so framed as to suit the varying
requirements of the various districts. In
the southern districts the conditions
differed from those obtaining in the
eastern districts. He had received c:om-
munications front his own electorate on
this subject. The practice obtaining in
the past had been that the Government
recognised the authority of the roads
boards. The clause might be recast in
such a, manner that the various roads
hoards throughout the State mnight make
recommendations in the proper quarter;
and the law might then be carried into
effect b y proclamation in the Government
Gazette, based ou those recommendations.
Although there was sonic weight in what,
the member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins)
had said with reference to the clearing of
new land, nevertheless the people who
had endured all the hardship of clearing
and had possibly heavy crops, did not
want to be burnt out by a newcomer who
had taken up 100 acres, say, alongside
their properties. The roads boards, com-
posed as they were of gentlemen repre-
senting all parts of districts, would he
the best possible guides in this matter.
The electorate represented by the hon.
the Speaker had a colder climate than
that of the Eastern Districts; awld the
former shouldd not, therefore, mn respect
of this clause be placed on one footing
with the latter.

Mu. W. H. JAMES:- If necessary, the
clause could be recommitted later.

SIRt JA.MES G. LIEE STEERE: The
time differed in the various districts of
the State. For instance, in his district

Ithe grass was quite green in November,
whereas at Geraldton the whole country
would burn easily in September if not in
August.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 8-No ignitible. wadding to be

carried or used :
MRa. J. M. HOPKINS: What kind of

wadding' iiht be used in a breeh-
loading gun ? There was no justification
for passing such a clause as. this. In

[ASSE?4BLY.] in committee.
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most guns paper or felt wads were used.
The term "1any other ignitible substance "
was a very broad one. He did not want
to see a provision passed which meant the
confiscation of every gun in the country,
for there were many persona whose only
recreation was pigeon shooting.

Mn.- T. HAYWARD: The clause as it
stood was quite correct, The wad of an
ordinary breech-loading gun was made of
felt, which could not ignite. if a muzzle-
loader was used, then the wad should be
of felt or leather.

M&. JACOBY: Wax matches were
responsible for 95 per cent. of the fires
occurring in the country.

TaxE MINISTERK FOR MINES:
Clause 12 dealt with this question.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 11, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 12-Penalty for lighting or

attempting to light a. fire with intent to
injure:

MNi. JACROY: There would be a
strong prejudice ag.ainst an~y law pro-
hibiting the use of wax matches; but
after the first feeling of irritation was
over, people would not consider the incon-
venience. If it could be practical to
prohibit the use of wax matches bush
fires would become rr. Three or four
years' growth of young jarrab trees could
be destroyed in a quarter of an hour by a,
bush fire.

Mu. N~iusow: Did not the offeneces
mentioned in this Act constitute arsonP

Ma. JAMES: It was intended to
amend this clause. He moved that in
line 10 the words "with intent or" be
struck out.

Amnendment put and passed.
MR. JAMES farther moved that in

line 12 the words " felony and being
convicted thereof shall he liable" be
struck out, and that " an offence liable on
summnary onviction " he inserted in
lieu.

Ma. NANSON: Could not a clause be
added prohibiting by proclamation the
use of wax matches during certain months
of the year in certain districts?

MR. JAMES: Would not that be im-
practicable?

Mit, HAYWARD:. Many years ago,
the importation of such matches was pro-
hi bited by an Act.

Mat. JAMES: Which had been repealed
the npxt xession.

Amendment put and passed.
On farther motions by Mn. JAMEs, the

Iword " three," in line 10, struck out, and
1one " inserted; also the words " or to ab

fine not exceeding one hundred potunds"
added to the sub-clause.

Clause, as an tended, a~greed to.
Clause 13-agreed to.
Clause 14 -This Act not to affect rights

at law:
Mn. JAMES moved that all the -words

after " aforesaid," in line 5, be struck
out. This would make it clear that the
Act did not affect the offence of arson.

Put and passed.
Clauses 15 and 16-agreed to.
New Clause:
MR. JACOBY: In South Australia,

wax matches were, he believed, prohibited
in certain districts. It was a question
whether, by causing 25 per cent. of incon-
venience we could save 75 per cent. of
valiuable property. He moved that the
following new clause be added to thie
Bill:

The Governor may, by notice in the Gazelle,
declare the times of the year during which it
shall be unlawful to use matchoes composed of
wax or similar substances within any district
or part of the State mentioned in the notice.
Apart from crops, buildings, and hay-
stacks, much timber was destroyed by
bush fires, which were frequently caused
by the use of was matches.

MR, JAMES: rt was inadvisable to
try to prohibit matches universally in
use. Years ago), an Act prohibiting wax
watches baid been repealed in abut 12
uiouths. If inmpracticable then, with a
small population, in which the proportion
of agriculturists was large, how much
more impracticable now?

MR. NAN SON: There was mnuch to be
said in favour of the clause, which would
not absolutely prohibit wax matches
throughout the State, but was purely
permissive, and gave power to proclaim

Icirtain districts. If found impracticable,
it would remain a dead letter.

Hoz. F.' H. PIE SSE: In the farmingIdistricts was matches were now little
iie.Te lpeople voluntarily refrained

from using them. He had seen instances
where a flock of sheep had ignited wax
watches. and set fire to the country; but
it would be most difficult to enforce the
clause. The remedy lay with the people,

I
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Safety matches were now popular in
farming districts.

MR. HASTIE :Better prohibit smok-
ing in agricultural districts during the
summer.

ME. JAcoIIY: Thi& clause rmained
inoperative save in such districts as might
he proclaimed by the Governor.

MR. JAMES: If inoperative, it would be
useless.

MR. JAcony: Give it a trial.
MR. TAYLOR opposed the clause.
Question, p)ut and negatived.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

MOTION-LAND GRANTED TO TRADES
AND LABOUR COUNCIL~, TO DIS-
APPROVE.

Debate resumed f rain the 16th October,
on the motion by Mr. C. Harper, "To
call attention to the correspondence on
the table of this House in connection
with the proposed grant of land to the
Trades and Labour Council at Frematitle,
and to mor,' the following resolution
thereon: 'That this House refuses to
sanction the proposed transfer, and con-
demns the principle of land grants for
purposes of this nature without the con-
sent of Parliament.'"

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna) : When
this matter was before the House pre-
viously, I asked that it should be ad-
journed in order to give the members for
Fremautle an opportunity to be present.
It was not expected that it would be
brought forward at this late hour, and,
therefore, it would be somewhat unfair to
go on with the motion, seeing that. the
whole of the four members of the district
are not present.

THE SPEAKER: They oulght to have
been here.

MR. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder) : I
wove that the House do now adjourn.

Motion put and negatived.
Ma. HASTIE: I propose that the

debate be adjourned.
Motion (adjo

sion taken with

Ayes
Noes

51aj

urnment) put, and a divi-
the following result:

IS
6

ority for .. 12

Mr. Deglish
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hastie
Mr. ]Ilma
Mr. Hopkins
Mr. nllngworth

Mr. Monger
My. O'Connor
Mr. Fies..
Mr. Eason
Mr. Beside
Mr. Stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Wallace (Tellr).
Motion thus pasat

adjourned.

Noes.
Mr. Harper
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Noason
Mr. Q.inan
Mr. Yelverton (Tfeller).

!d. and the debate

COAL MINES REGULATION BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Commencement of Act:
MR. J. EWING (in charge of the

Bill) moved that " June " be inserted in
lieu of " January."

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Interpretation of terms:
MRt. G. TAYLOR moved that the word

"sixteen " be substituted for "1eighteen "
in paragraph (a). An Australian boy IS
years of age was nearly as much a man
as he ever would be. " Sixteen " would
meet the full requirement.

MR. J. F,. NANSON: The amendment
of this definition would affect Clause 5,
which dealt with restrictions of employ-
inent. The point was rather an important
one; and he therefore moved that, pro.
gress be reported, so that the opinion of
members conversant wills coal-mining
might he obtained.

TMotion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

FOOD SUPPLY INQUIRY.
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

MR. J. Mf. HOPKINS (Boulder):
With the permission of the Speaker, I
beg to move (in altered form):

That the report of the Select Committee
appointed to consider fully and recommend to
this House the best ways and means by which
the people of this State can be Provided, at a
reasonable price, with a regular and whole-
some supply of beef, mutton, pork, and
dairy produce, either fresh, chilled, or frozen,
he adopted.
The report, although voluminous, has
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been carefull 'y prepared, and the recomn-
mnendations embodied in it are not the
result of preconceived notions, but of
investigation made into the files placed
at the disposal of the select committee,
and consideration, oin its merits, of the
evidence taken. The report is now sub-
mitted to the House with the approval of
tbe majority of the members entrusted
with the task of reporting. I think in
all 25 witnesses were examined. The
committee paid visits of inspection to the
abattoirsB at Owens Anchorage and the
country surrounding it, with a view of
ascertaining whether it was a suitable
site for metropolitan abattoirs. The
proposed site for a central abattoir at
Claremont on a reserved Crown allotment
containing 250 acres, -was also inspected.
Farther, the committee viewed the cool-
storage chambers in the steamnship
" Wollowra," and paid a visit of inspec-
tion to the Government freezing works in
Wellington Street ,Perth. These tours
of inspection were of considerable assist-
ance to the committee, and enabled them
to frame certain recommendations. My
disposition is not so sanguine as to lead
me to hope that the whole of these
recommendations will be adopted by the
House. The probabilities under the law
of averages are that some at least of our
proposals will meet with an adverse
reception. Among other matters forcibly
brought to the attention of the committee
was the condition of the refrigerating
cars on the railways. These cars were
found to be anything but satisfactory. It
appears that they were rarely supplied to
the people requiring them in a satisfac-
tory state, inasmuch as they had usually
been standing in the burning sun. As
soon as handed over to the consignor, ice
and fr.uzen products were put into them.
the result being that the heated cool-
storage wagon gradually cooled through
the ice and frozen products put into it.
The products, however, suffered by this
cooling process, which militated consider-
ably against their keeping. The committee
submit also a statement of preferential
railway rates as applied to food-stuffs. It
will be noticed, from the figures given in
Appendix 16, that the special rates on
page 46 of the departmental rate-book
operate in a curious fashion. If the
commodity is consigned over a dis-
tance of 880 miles from Perth to

the eastern goldflelds, the freight charged
is 31s. per ton: if, however, the produce
is sent over a distance of 384 miles from
the country districts to Perth, the charge
is only 15s. 6d. per ton. This anomaly
obtains more particularly in connection
with flour, potatoes, onions, and in fact
nearly all farm products. One of the
committee's recommendations is that cool
storage chambers should be provided at
inland centres on much the same lines as
those in Wellington Street, Perth. The
question of stock routes received careful
considei-ation at the hands of the coin-
mittee, who recommend that a sufficient
amount should be placed on the Estimates
to put the routes in good order, so that
the stock may travel with as little loss as
possible. The committee farther recoim-
mend that fresh water should be supplied
at the principal trucking yards through-
out the railwaty system, but not neces-
sarily at the expense of the department:
a reasonable charge might be made for
the water supplied to live stock. The
next recommendation is that commonages
be declared around goldfields towns,
where certain firms of butchers have
acquired a preponderating influence.
These firms have taken under lease all
available pastures near the towns. From
the evidence of a (drover engaged in
travelling stock from the Ashburton to
Mt. Malcolm and other parts of the
eastern goldfields, it appears that he was
obliged to sell his stocki to the goldfields
butchers almost for whatever they
chose to offer, because there was no
available country on which to depasture
his cattle until such time as a market
presented itself. In view of the very
small revenue derived from pastoral
leases held by the butchers, the com-
mittee think it preferable that the Gov-
ernment should convert the leaseholds
into commonages, on which drovers may
have the right to graze stuck in return
for an annual licence fee of reasonable
amount. The committee also recommend
the better development of the pastoral
industry where the soil is of a more
prolific nature and will allow of closer
settlement. The absence of shipping
facilities between Fremantle and the
North-West, particularly the want of a
regular service, is also referred to. The
North-West settler may arrive at the port
of shipment with a mob of bullocks, and
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may have to wait there for two, three, or
even four weeks until the arrival of a
boat which is to tak-e his cattle, the
result being that stock are in a&wasted
condition before they are put on the
boat, and probably by the time Fre-
mantle is reached the loss in weight will
be as much as ISOlbs. per bead. The
mnatter is particularly serious, because
cattle from the Kimberleys landed at
Fronmantle cannot be sold as store eattle ;
any beast not disposed of has to be
shipped back to the Kimberley ports. This
state of things presses very hardly on the
small settler sending 40 or 50 head along
with big cousignmentsfroni station owners.
That would probably operate to some
extent in the interests of those firms who
have their own vessels. Then the comi-
mittee said that if disinfected cattle are
admitted from the stations in the Northern
Territory of South Australia, and from
the Kimberleys, tick infested cattle
should also be admitted from Central
Queensland, where, according to the
evidence and correspouclenge published in
the report, a bountiful supply of fat
bullocks could be obtained, and they were
quoted to the select committee at £6 per
head. Members maty ask why it is
Queensland bullocks are so cheap. The
reason is that they are tick infested catti,,
and being tick Infested, they may be
slaughtered and sent out as frozen meat.
But there is no other port where tick
infested cattle can enter except Fremantle,
and their admission there is nuder certain
restrictions. B~y allowing this stoc~k to
come in, a considerable reduction in. the
price of beef would be secured. A-nd
there is no reason why tick-infested
cattle should not be brought from Queens-
land, when they are allowed from South
Australia and the Kimberleys. Then the
committee recommend that chilling dep6ts
should he erected a~t central ports, more
particularly at the Northern ports; and
Mr. Holmes, the member for East Fre-
mantle, to a great extent indorsed the
committee's recommendations in this
respect, because he believes the establish-
ment of dep6ts would prove of great
assistance in sending stock to the centres
for consumption. It must he borne in
mind that the cost of erteting refrigerat-
ing depdts is not so great as members
may he inclined to think, and I ask bon.
members to read the evidence which the

representative of New Zealand, sent here at
the request of the committee, gave. His
evidence as to the establishment of
abattoirs, from an educational and scien-
tific point of view, is invaluable. In view
of his evidence, and of other evidence of
great Value given, the committee ask
that some extra copies of the report be
printed, so that the governing bodies in
different part-, can benefit from the
evidence on this important heading.
Then the committee recommend the erec-
tion of central public abattoirs on the
Government reserve at Claremont. In
connection with this proposal we have
heard disquieting rumoui-4 by people at
Claremont at the idea of having aliattoirs
established in that locality. It is a
strange thing that exception should ho
taken to the establishment of abattoirs
in the centre of a 260 acre reserve, which
the committee inspected, and which is
part and parcel of another reserve of an
area of 4,000 acres, when we take into
consideration thatt in all the cities in this
part, as in other parts of the world,
ahbattoirs arc in the centre of the cities.
In Melbourne the abattoirs are in the
centre of the city, and in all the large
cities of Europe they are to be found.
On the banks of the Tiber, in the city of
Rome, there is an abattoir established in
the heart of the city, and I have never
heard of any objection to it. In con nec-
tion with the establishment of abattoirs
we had to go back somewhat into ancient
history. We find that a6 large number of
diseased cattle were being slaughtered for
consumption in and around the metro-
politan centres tip to the year 1895.
This matter was exposed chiefly by the
Chief Inspector of Stock, Mr. Morton
Craig, who gave the committee a deal of
valuable evidence. Mr. Craig brought for-
ward, at that time, the necessity of having
some kind of meat inspection, and the
result was the despatch of that officer to
the Eastern States to report on the
abattoirs existing there, more particularly
in Mfelbourne and Adelaide. Mr. Craig
returned, and prepared a valuable report
which the then Minister for Lands (Mr.
Richardson) said he hoped good would
come from, and the Minister ordered the
report to be printed in the Press. The
Government engaged am architect, and
gave him £500 to prepare plans and
specifications for abattoirs. This gentle-
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man was sent to Melbourne to investigate
the system there, and to make any
suggested improvements on the system,
and we are told this gentleman wias aided[
by the officers conducting the abattoirs
in Melbourne. From an inspection we
have made, the plans appear to have been
very carefully prepared; they are good
plans and, although on a. more elaborate
scale than required for Western Aus-
tralia at present, the principle is good,
and J hope to see these plans adopted.
The architect estimated the cost of the
erection of the complete scheme, which,
by the way, would be about S0 years
ahead of our tune, at £20,000. This was
referred to the Works Department, and
there it was estimated that the cost
would probably be £30,000. Since then
the comnmittee have examined the archi-
tect, and from the evidence taken be
assured the committee that abattoirs and
dep6ts to suit the requirements of Perth
and Fremantle could be provided for
£8,000, A sum of £210,000 was placed
on the Estimates by Sir Edward Witten-
oom, then acting Premier of the colony,
and in the next year £2,500 was placed
on the Estimates; still nothing was
done. Matters got critical, and it was
thought best not to refer the question
to the jpeople interested, but to refer
it to the master butchers, who met
and discussed the question at a rather
stormy meeting, and by ten votes to
five they refused to comply with tim
request of the Minister for lands to
choose a site for the erection of central
abattoirs. The matter was then dropped.
Just before Sir John Forrest retired from
the Premiership of the country-this
matter had been going on for six years--
he penned a minute to the Under Secre-
tary for Lands :-" Kindly prepare a
report for Parliament, to show that this
matter is not. being neglected." This is
a matter I look on as of great urgency,
but it seems to have been considered of
little importance in the past. I under-
take to say that if members -will read the
evidence given, more particularly that by
the New Zealand representative, as to the
needs and efficacy of meat inspection.
every member will support the proposi-
tions embodied in the report. If the
evidence taken were to be published in the
daily Press, I believe the community
would immediately rise in indignation

and say, "The time has arrived when
a'battoirs should he estalishied." I men-
tioned last night, in the discussion on
the Estimates, our experience in going to
the port of Frem antic. Although there
are something like 13 abattoirs. ini and
around Perth there are only two abat-
toirs inspected. Whilst the commit tee
were at Fremantle a beast was condemned
wh ich was th en beingL slaughtered, becau se
it happened to have tuberculosis. If
it had been slaughtered in any other yard
save the two I have mentioned, it would
have gone into consumption. Is it likely
that on the eastern gold fiel ds, to which the
freight on fresh meat is excessive, souch
a beast would have been thrown away ?
Even had it been condeinned, it would
have been fed to pigs; and that would be
just as good a means of disseminating
disease a if it were sold for direct human
consumption. The question has been

Iraised whether tuberculosis can. be trans-
ferred from the bovine to the human
species; but after the testimony of expert
witnesses, there is not thle slightest doubt
this matter is of serious import, and
demands the attention of Parliament.
The questions of poultry, dairy produce,
pork, an d bacon have Aso been dealt with
in the report, recommendations having,
been made under each of these head ings;
and I will simply say that we went car-e-
fully and as extensivey as possible into the
matter, and lost no opportunity of taking
the evidence of those we thought best
capable of giving advice concerning the
points on which we were expected to
adjudicate. Whether this report be
adopted wholly or in part, I wish to
impress on members the fact that it is
the result of our honest endeavours; that
it is not the result of any preconceived
notions, but of arduous labour whitch
extended over something like nine weeks.
I commend the report to the House; and,

1anticipating that there way be some
modification, I was about to move that
the Speaker do leave the Chair; but, as
the member for Beve rley (ILMr. Harper) is
anxious to speak on the question, I am
talcing the other course of allowing the
matter to be discussed by the House
instead of in Committee. I am sure there
are many residents, more particularly in
the agricultural districts, who are looking
forward to reading the hon. memiber's
comments on a question with which he
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in the past has been so closely identified,
and for my part, I shall heartily welcome
the criticism which our report may receive
at his bands, and which T trust will be in
the mnain satisfactory. If not, it will be
for the members of the select committee
to do their best to convince the hon.
member.

Ma. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
second the motion.

Ain. J. L. NANSON (Murchison): I
move that the debate be adjourned.

THE SPEAKER: When we resume the
debate, I think it would be -advisable to
take each of these recommendations
separately.

MR. HOPKINS: That is why I sug-
gested a discussion in Comimitt~ee; but I
thought hon, members might probably
wish to speak on the general question
first, and afterwards to take the items
seriatim,

THTE SPEAKER: That would be the
better method.

Motion pnt and passed, and the debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous day.

LANiDS DEPARTMENT (Hon. A. Jamie-
son, M.L.O., Minister).

Rabbits, £12,400 (partly discussed).
TuEs PREMIER (Hon, G, Leake):

When the House adjourned yesterday
lie had been asked for certain informa-
tion, firstly with regard to rabbit in-
spectors. These inspectors had been
engaged for some time past, so that their
appciintmnents. were not actually new. He
had also ascertained that the approxi-
mnate line of fencing shown on the map
hung on the wall of the Chamber had
been Somewhat departed from. The
Surveyor General had sent to the Clerk a
mnap) on which the deviation was indicated.
The principal question last night hadl
been as to the existence of rabbits 1o the
westward of the proposed line of fence.
The Surveyor General had. said this after-
noon that Mir, Canning, the surveyor inl
charge of the expedition along the pro-
posed route, had reported that he bad not
found any traces of rabbits to the west-
ward of such route. The member for

Dundas (Mr. Thomas) propo-sed to make
a few remarks; and unless hon. members.
desired farther discussion, the vote might
be passed, thus concluding the Estimates
for the Lands Department.

Mr., A. E. THOMAS:. Last night he
had referred to publications as old as
1870 to prove what some members ap-
parently did not recognise, that in the
Dundas constituency there was laud worth
protecting; and he had given as his

Iauthority a report on that country by Sir
John Forrestt, dated 1870. The altered
line of fence showed that a small corner
in the neighbourhood of Mary Ann
Harbour and Raven sthorpe had been
included. It was not desi red( that the
fence should go farther eastward if that
would involve danger; but the Govern-
ment mught see their way to construct a
subsidiary fence. The rabbits were not
yet at Esperance, at Grass Patch, nor at
liaveuasthorpe He would like to be able
to tell his constituents, some of whom
had been ruined b y rabbits in South
Australia, that they would be protected.
Wire netting distributed gratis to the
settlers would be more expensive than
a subsidiary fence to include that tract
of country. Even though a few traces
of rabbits might have been found, the
subsidiary fence would enclose the ro-
dents in a triangular block, in which
they could easily be exterminated. The
top wire of the fence should be a tele-
phone wire. He was given to understand
that no insulation would be required,
and that the expense would be purely
nominal. The advantages were apparent
to everyone. It would cheapen the cost
of upk eep, and if there were illness of

Icaretakers on the route, cornmunication
could be made immediately. The inspec-
tor could convey an iastrumeutwith him,
and if an-ything had to be attended to, he
could tap the wire and communicate with
the centre. One hoped the suggestion
would be considered and also that die Gov-
ernmenit would see their way to give a
subsidiary line of fence to protect a
district which required some help.

THtE PREMIER: The hon. member
had mentioned the point to him, and he
was prepared to recommend the sugges-
tions made.

Mu. II. H. JACO'BY:- This depart-
ment was, hehbelieved, to be placed under
the care of the Secretary for Lands. If
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so, he hoped communications sent to the
department would be attended to more
expeditiously than in the past. To-day
he received from a constituent a. letter
written last Monday, which bore on some
remarks previously made by himi with
regard to the Liands Department. He
would quote one small1 passage: " I will
be extremely obliged if you will ask the
Minister for Lands why replies have not
been sent to my letters of August 19th
and August 26t6, 1901, and also the re-
mjinder sent to him on 15th October,
1901." Throughout the whole of this
State, complaints were rife as to the cor-
respondence branch of this department.
These complaints had been brought to the
knowledge of the department time -after
time, and no improvement had taken
place. He trusted the fact of the matter
having been ventilated, as it had been
during the discussion on the Estimates,
would cause some reform.

THE PREMIER: If the hon. member
would give him the letter he would
inquire into the mnatter.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Lands Department.
Onl Motion by the PREMIER, progress

reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 16 minutes to

12 o'clock, until the next day.

Legislatibc Ctouncil,
Thursday, 30th January, 1902,

Papers presented- Petition :Early Clsn mu-
Queition: Solicitors' Fees, particulars Question:
(Joolgardie Water Scheme, Pipe Caulking-Return
ordered: R-as and Fastenings, particulars-Be.
turn: Coolgardie Water Scheme, Pipe Cauilkiung-
Return ordered: Public Workrs Employees, par-
ticulna-Return ordered : Public Works Coin-
tracts, s to adjudication-Leave of Absence-
Motion Crimina? Code JIM1, select committee
dischargcdl-Pawnbrokers lill, third rending-
(Srininal Curie luill, in Committee, Recommittal;
rfressEnrlr Closing lull, in Committee to

8;progress-lunutrinal Conciliation and
A rbitration 11111, second reading moved-Workers'
Compensation, lill, second reading (resumed)
adjourncd-Adjouruinent.

Tnai PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4,30 o'clock, p.m.

PRA-YES.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By theMM. rSTER FOR LAuNS: By-laws

of Municipalities of Guildford and Pad-
dington.

Order:- To lie on the table.

PETITION-EARLY CLOSING BILL.
HOw. G-. RANDELL (Metropolitan) pre-

sented a petition signed by 71 sbtup-
ikeepers carrying on business in Perth and
suburbs, praying that shops may be open
till 9 o'clock p.m.

Petition received and read.

I QUESTION-SOLICITORS' FEES,
PARTICULARS.

-Howi. F. IT CROWDER asked the
I Minister for Lands: What fees are owing

to solicitors outside the Crown Law Offices
for services rendered during the past 12
months, as from 1st January, 1901.

THE@ MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A. Jameson) replied; All accounts ren-
dered have been paid. There are one or
two accounts outstanding, particulars of
which have not yet come in. tHoN. F. T. Citowun: Will you
supply particulars of those fees?

THE MINISTER voR LANDS:- Yes ; When1
the information has been received.

QUESTION-COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, PIPE CAULKING.

H1ow. J. T. GLOWEY asked the
Minister for Lands: z, If the Govern-
ment is aware that the system of caulking
the pipes of water mains by hand labour

Annual Estimates. [30 JANUARY, 1902.]


